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NEXT HOCC MEETING 
THURSDAY April 28, 2005 
1:30PM-3:00PM 
LOCATION:  COMMUNITY HUMAN SERVICES CORPORATION 
374 LAWN STREET, PGH, PA 15213 
TEL: (412) 621-4706, should you need directions. 
 
REMINDERS: 

• SWES opened 12/1/04, they will close as of Wednesday, 3/30/05 
 
Agenda:  
�� Philadelphia trip, questions we need to ask 
�� Street Issues/Sweeps/Panhandling 
�� Announcements/Updates 

• Hearings/Public Forums for 10yr Plan 
• New funding sources 

 
If you would like to add to the agenda, please email or call Becky LaBovick at 
labovickr@upmc.edu or 412-578-7734 by the previous day to the next meeting. 
 
 
THURSDAY 3/24/05 1:30pm Meeting @ CHSC Lawn Street 

 
�� 1:40p, Chris initiated meeting.   
�� Jonathan Cox with update regarding panhandling issue.  City legal is currently with 

update of ordinance.  The updated (proposed) ordinance copy has been made 
available to ACLU and has been encouraged to follow-up with the City.  City still 
without a response.  Chris questions if there are more business owner concerns, 
such as specific complaints.  Jonathan reports nothing specific regarding new 
concerns or complaints.  No better/No worse. 

�� Issue rose regarding recent Post Gazette reporting Mayor Murphy revisiting 
Forbes/Fifth Ave corridor for revitalization.  There is reported a private task force 
working on this, there is a developer out of Philadelphia involved.  Apparently, the 
agenda includes creating more balance between downtown retail and housing.  Not 
necessarily with new construction, but maintaining business at street level and 
potentially turning upper building levels in to housing that would be fair market 
value housing.  Financing is an issue.  Fred also reports that there are a number of 
ideas presented by the DHS.  One idea is for use of reinvestment monies for housing 
development from Health Choices.  Often, developers can receive specific tax 
forgiveness if certain number of units set aside for low income housing, such as 10-
15% of income as opposed to the traditional HUD 30%.  Welfare income cannot 
support housing at 30% of income.  Another idea is CDBG monies as this funding 
stream is not as often used for low income housing.  Often it is funneled in to other 
repairs/development, such as, tending to roads/sidewalks/curbs/bridges for repair.  
Another idea is “bridge voucher” to hold an individual in subsidized housing until 
public housing opens (Section 8: city/county or private subsidy). 

o SWEEPS:  No update at present 
�� Diane J. brings up the original mission of HOCC and how the Engagement Center 

has been a main topic for many years.  Additionally, discussion in general about 
getting back to the HOMELESS health & safety issue(s). 

�� Adrienne with update with regard to potential new trends seen this year at SWES.  
Report of increased number of suicidal individuals, suicide attempts and 2-
completed suicides.  She has also noted an increase in suicidality across the 
programs at CHSC.  Individuals coming to SWES are a little atypical this year from 
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previous years.  There is still a reported central group of individuals well known, but 
newer groups of individuals entering SWES with significant D&A/MH issues.  Many 
of these folks have been amenable to being seen at shelter by psychiatry and have 
been encouraged for follow up (often through 902 clinic and also with medical with 
Safety Net), but often do not follow up with the MH services.  When open, the 
average number of individuals still remains at approximately 90/night.  It is well 
known that SWES is very tolerant of many things, such as D&A use as long as not a 
behavioral issue.  Discussion regarding a specific, difficult case at SWES. 

�� SWES LAST NIGHT IS WEDNESDAY 3/30/05. 
�� Engagement Center  

o CHSC still amenable to being lead agency for the Engagement Center. 
o Thursday, March 31, 2005 there are quite a few individuals from varied 

agencies going to Philadelphia to view/visit their center (Chris, Mac & 
Diane McMahon, Theresa C., Donna S., Stephanie C, a professor whom 
Diane McMahon knows….  Friday, April 1 they will visit/tour.  Chris 
asks for some specific questions to be raised during their visit.  Below are 
some questions identified, if anyone can think of further questions, 
please email to Chris by Wednesday, 3/30/05 @ Laemmlecp@upmc.edu 

�� FUNDING????? 
�� How do they interact with Center City District (Philadelphia’s 

version of Pittsburgh Downtown Partnership).  What is the 
relationship?  Center City Dist has “officers”/”safety 
ambassadors” who deal with panhandling issues and homeless.  
How do they relate to outreach workers? 

�� Role of police~How do/don’t they deal with homeless issues? 
�� Numbers served. 
�� Relationship with the local MH system? 
�� Philosophy, such as how they deal with active D&A? 
�� Budget? 
�� Staffing??  Blend of what expertise?  Who triages? 

�� Regarding recent potential trend noted with regard to suicidality/suicide, Fred 
reports that the DHS has a special relationship with Co. Coroners office and the 
Health Dept with regard to suicide in Allegheny County.  Unsure of numbers 
coordinated with homelessness. 

�� General question was raised:  If SWES became the Engagement Center, what would 
be needed? 

o Front line staff. 
o Money/funding 
o Knowledge of what the consumer is looking for. 

�� General discussion related to homeless issues, funding cuts, financial issues. 
�� REMINDER:  Public forum’s for 10yr plan ~ There are two further sessions. 

o 3/30/04 @ McKeesport YMCA 
o 4/12/05 @ United Way Building 

�� Lana mentions that her daughter was doing some research on some funding 
streams for a project she was working on and happened across a funding stream 
directed at homelessness.  Monies are for a demo project for $50,000 and is through 
Compassion Capitol Fund. 

�� General discussion of some recent POSITIVE outcomes on street homeless cases.  � 
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 Allison, 
Donna 

Northside Leadership 
Conference 
415 E. Ohio Street 
PGH, PA 15212 

Advocacy for 
community issues 

231-4714 x20 donna@pittsburghn
orthside.com 

 Brooks, Ray NCM-Safe Haven 
2133 Perrysville Ave. 
PGH, PA 15214 

Supportive housing 412-323-1516 Reb072@.com 

 Brownwell, 
Charlie 

No Walls Ministries 
763 Cottonwood Dr. 
Monroeville, PA 15146 

Outreach/Bible Study 445-5052 Goodnews21c@adel
phia.net 

 Chalich, 
Theresa 

Bethlehem Haven 
905 Watson Street 
PGH, PA 15219 

Mental health 412-391-1348 
x104 

tchalich@bethlehe
mhaven.org 

 Chiappini, 
Stephanie 
LMSW 
-and/or- 
Leibowitz, 
Art 

Operation Safety Net 
Mercy Hospital 
1400 Locust Street 
PGH, PA 15219 

Medical outreach, case 
management, 
transitional housing 

412-232-5739 schiappini@mercy.
pmhs.org  

X Cox, 
Jonathan  

Pittsburgh Downtown 
Partnership 

 566-4190 jcox@downtownpitt
sburgh.com  

 Cramer, Ed No Walls Ministries 
763 Cottonwood Dr. 
Monroeville, PA 15146 

Outreach/Bible Study 445-5052 Kramersss@aol.co
m 

 Dewalt, 
Paul 

EECM 
319 N. Beatty Pgh, Pa 
15206 

Men’s shelter mgr 361-5013 x117  

 Dickman, 
Karen 

Allegheny Co. 
Forensics 
304 Wood St 
PGH, PA 15222 

 412-350-3443  

 DiLeonardo, 
Debbie 

UPMC/WPIC-SFMC 
OUTREACH 
2552 Centre Ave 
Pgh, PA 15219 

SFMC MH Outreach 412-578-3650  

X Fowler, Fred Senior Planner 
Office of Behavioral 
Health 
304 Wood Street 
PGH, PA 15222 

 350-3449 ffowler@dhs.county
.allegheny.pa.us 

 Haberchak, 
Ed 

Allegheny County DHS 
United Way Bldg 
One Smithfield Street 
4th floor 
Pgh, Pa 15222 

ACDHS Bureau of 
Hunger and Housing 

350-4031  

 Haft, Perrin DHS/Office of 
Behavioral Health 304 
Wood St Pgh, Pa 15222 

Social services 350-3451  

 Hargrove, 
Lindsay 

Allegheny Co. 
Forensics 
304 Wood St. 
PGH, PA 15222 

 412-350-3443  

 Hayes, Patty 
Ph.D. 

VA Pittsburgh 
Healthcare Sys. 

Women Veterans 
Program Manager 

412-688-6289 
clinic 412-688-

Patricia.hayes@me
d.va.gov 
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PGH, PA 15240 6236 
 Jenkins, 

Gordon 
EECM 
319 N. Beatty Pgh, Pa 
15206 

Men’s shelter mgr 361-5013 x117  

x Johnson, 
Diane 

WPIC-NLP 
2552 Centre Avenue 
Pgh, PA 15219 

Outreach 578-7729 Johnsond@msx.up
mc.edu 

 Johnson, 
James 
“Moon” 

374 Lawn St  
Pgh, Pa 15213 

Outreach 621-6513 Jamesjohnson334
@verizon.net 

 Johnson, 
Sylvia 

CHSC 
374 Lawn Street 
Pgh, Pa 15213 

Supportive Relocation 621-4706  

 Kurka, Iris Health Care for the 
Homeless 
7227 Hamilton Avenue 
PGH, PA 15208 

 244-4700  

X LaBovick, 
Becky 

WPIC-Outreach and 
NLP 
2552 Centre Avenue 
Pgh, PA 15219 

Homeless MH 
Outreach 

578-7734 Labovickr@msx.up
mc.edu 

X Laemmle, 
Chris 

WPIC-Outreach and 
NLP 
2552 Centre Avenue 
Pgh, PA 15219 

Outreach 578-7730 Laemmlecp@msx.u
pmc.edu 

 McKelvia, 
Tyrone 
(Mac) 

NLP-2552 Centre Ave. 
PGH, PA 15219 

D&A Outreach 
Specialist 

578-3250  

 McMahon, 
Diane 

Parental Stress Center 
5877 Commerce St. 
PGH, PA 15206 

HUD/PH Program 361-4800 
© 480-9044 

Dianem677@aol.co
m 

 McMahon, 
Mac 

P.O. box 99861 
Pgh, PA 15233 

Shelter, safe haven, 
perm. Hsg. 

323-1163 mac99861@cs.com 

 Miller, 
Denise 

No Walls Ministries 
763 Cottonwood Dr. 
Monroeville, PA 15146 

Outreach/Bible Study 445-5052 Deniseann1004@ya
hoo.com  

 Nardin, 
Paul 

Mercy Behavioral 
Health 
412 E. Commons  
Pgh, PA 15212 

 442-8910 paulnardin@mercy
bh.org 

 
 
 

X 

Payne, 
Dennis 
OR 
O’Connor, 
Lana 
 

DHS 
United Way Building 
One Smithfield St. 
4th floor 
Pgh, PA 15222 

ACDHS 350-4984 
350-3837 

dpayne@dhs.count
y.allegheny.pa.us 

 Pendelton, 
Blaine 

Mercy Behavioral 
Health 
412 E. Commons  
Pgh, PA 15212 

 442-8910 bpendleton@mercy
bh.org 

 Pilarski, 
Mary 
Frances 

VA Hospital 
122 B-H 
7180 Highland Dr. 
PGH, PA 15206 

VA Healthcare for the 
Homeless Veterans 

412-365-5273 Mary.Pilarski@med.
va.gov  
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 Price, 
Sharlene 

Family Links 
1601 Fifth Ave 
PGH, PA 15219 

Homeless Shelter 471-6160  

 Pyptyk, 
Emil 

DHS OBH 
304 Wood St. 
PGH, PA 15222 

Supervisor MH 
housing 

350-7117 epyptyk@dhs.count
y.allegheny.pa.us 

X Quinn, Mae 
 
 

1410 Fifth Avenue 
Pgh, PA 15219 

Miryam’s 471-0155  

 Reynolds, 
Curtis 

CHSC 
374 Lawn Street 
Pgh, Pa 15213 

Outreach 621-4706 creynolds@chscorp.
org  

 Sanders, 
Theda 

PCHS/HCH  244-3518 tsanders@pchspitt.
org  

 Smith, 
Erica 

CHSC 
3201 Craft Place 
Pgh, Pa 15213 

SOT 621-6513 x115 esmithchsc@yahoo.
com  

X Sonney, 
Holly 

Bethlehem Haven 
905 Watson Street 
PGH, PA 15219 

Mental health 412-391-1348 
x103 

hsonney@bethlehe
mhaven.org 

 Stammely-
Park, 
Melissa 

Family Links 
1601 Fifth Ave 
PGH, PA 15219 

Homeless Shelter 471-6160 mpark@familylinks.
org 

 Steffey, 
Goerge 

East Liberty Family 
Health Care Center 
7171 Churchland St. 
PGH, PA 15206 

Behavioral Health 412-361-3435 gsteffey@elfhcc.com  

 Sweitzer, 
Harry 

Bureau of Hunger and 
Housing 4th floor 
United Way Building 
One Smithfield St. 
Pgh, PA 15222 

ACHD 412-350-3848  

 Upsher, 
Curtis 
 

Community Care 
One Chatham Ctr. 
112 Washington Place 
Pgh, PA 15219 

ACOBHMCO 454-2163 upsherc@ccbho.co
m  

 Vanderhorst 
(Ojanide), 
Beverly 

VA Hospital 
122 B-H  
7180 Highland Drive 
PGH, PA 15206` 

VA Healthcare for 
Homeless Vets 

365-5772 Beverly.vanderhors
t@med.va.gov  

 Venezia, 
Rich 

Allegheny County DHS 
United Way Bldg 
One Smithfield Street 
4th floor 
Pgh, Pa 15222 

Allegheny County Dept 
of Human Services 

350-4354 Rvenezia@dhs.coun
ty.allegheny.pa.us 

 Walczak, 
Vic 

ACLU  681-7864 vwalczak@aclupgh.
org 

X Walnoha, 
Adrienne 

CHSC 
374 Lawn Street 
Pgh, Pa 15213 

Outreach / Housing 
Supervisor 

621-6513 x101 awalnoha@chscorp.
org  

 Waters, 
Rocky 

NCM-Safe Haven 
2133 Perrysville Ave. 
PGH, PA 15214 

   

 Wilson, Tori Family Links Homeless Shelter 471-6160  
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1601 Fifth Ave 
PGH, PA 15219 

 Zuklich, 
Jessica 

Operation Save-A-Life 
Volunteer 

Housing/Street 
Outreach 

  

 


