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NEXT HOCC MEETING 
THURSDAY-OCTOBER 27, 2005 
1:30PM-3:00PM 
LOCATION:  COMMUNITY HUMAN SERVICES CORPORATION 
374 LAWN STREET, PGH, PA 15213 
TEL: (412) 621-4706, should you need directions? 
 
***Please note, the format of the minutes is altered.  The Agenda, General 
information and the “meat” of the meeting minutes are first.  The list of 
participants is now last.  Hopefully, this will make for easier reading of the 
minutes!  Feedback to Becky LaBovick is appreciated ���� 
 
Introductions/Updates/Announcements 
� 1:50p Chris initiated meeting 
� Introductions-Rocky, Margaret, Stephanie, Diane, Becky, Holley, Adrienne, Chris, 

Mac 
� Announcements: 

o Holley for Theresa:  Theresa has been in contact with an elected county 
official who is willing to present 10yr plan to City Council.  Needs to be a 
full plan with budget, organization plan, etc. 

 
Mac update re: panhandling ordinance 
� Was Tuesday last week, 9/13/05.  50-75 people attended, began after 5pm.  Nearly 

all council members were present (except Sala Udin).  Invited Guests:  Mayor/Mayor 
office-no show and no representation sent/Police Chief-sent representation.  City 
Solicitor from City Law Dept-no show and no representation. 

� Speakers:  Michael Edwards (Jonathan Cox boss) amended panhandling ordinance: 
� Not sure if exactly right: 
� Time issue:  6am-8pm daylight savings & 9am-6pm standard times; now appears to 

be set at 6am-11pm. 
� Captive audience-inside or within 50 feet of café & such, changed to 25 feet 
� Dropped the busking portion of the ordinance change. 
� Penalty:   before was citation.  Now it is if you are cited for aggressive panhandling 

go to County jail 90 days.  Other violations would be the citation.  Currently the 
aggressive panhandling punishment of imprisonment for up to 90 days and/or 
certain amount of determined community service.  Guidelines are set up for 
“aggressive” panhandling-it is defined in three different ways within the ordinance. 

� South side taskforce-Speaker with complaints of panhandling on South Side as this 
is causing elderly neighborhood to be captive in their homes 

� Lawyer with Pgh Downtown Partnerships:  significant legalese, citing many past 
ordinances/issues from Supreme Court, etc.   

� ACLU-Barb Feige:  problem even with amendments was the time issue.  Cannot 
have time constriction on your rights, your rights do not just terminate at a certain 
time & start again at another time. 

� Pgh Convention Bureau-Joe McGrath:  homeless come down and bother them for 
strange things such as bathroom availability, “professional panhandlers”, not 
necessarily homeless. 

� Nick from E. Allegheny Community Council-Have right to panhandle, but not to 
trespass. 

� Pgh Cultural Trust:  ?? 
� Downtown Neighborhood Assoc:  People sitting on steps at St. Mary’s (Red Door). 
� Georgia Petropolis:  Oakland business Dist, students are the most vulnerable to the 

panhandling in Oakland. 
� Downtown resident:  ?? 
� Manager of the Renaissance Hotel:  Panhandlers sitting outside of 
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� 3-4 council members addressed primarily the Salvation Army:  Salvation Army was 
addressed and asked what services are out there being provided to 
homeless/panhandlers.  Additionally, Doug Shields:  Wants/Suggests a diversion 
program for choice of jail or alternate option.  Also addressed Salvation Army 
wanting to know numbers about homeless, homeless panhandlers, panhandlers, 
etc.  Wanting specific statistics. 

� Aggressiveness PERIOD, whether by a panhandler or anyone else should not be 
tolerated.  Typically, aggression at any level would be addressed directly through 
legal. 

� Interesting if HOCC would take a stance regarding the LEGAL SYSTEM already in 
place with the existing LAWS, specifically dealing with AGGRESSION.  As it stands, 
it is fairly common knowledge that Allegheny Co Jail is full most times and they may 
not have the capacity to fully follow-up on this ordinance. 

� It would be tremendous to go to DC, review of ordinance, review of engagement 
center and use engagement center as a part of solution to a panhandling issue for 
the City.  Especially with the Outreach coordination component. 

� Mac-Need a schematic diagram for the proposed model for the Engagement Center.  
There is a feeling of loss at what the next step is, what is the process?  If the draft 
were finalized to best degree, this could be raised as solution to many of the 
panhandling issues.  Action steps need to be identified.  Mac recommends an 
alternate planning meeting to work on this….. 

Sweeps 
� No updates 
� ?? >1 month no notice on sweeps. 
Engagement center 
� Holley for Theresa:  Theresa has been in contact with an elected county official who 

is willing to present 10yr plan to City Council.  Needs to be a full plan with budget, 
organization plan, etc.   

� General discussion related to this issue.  Adrienne suggests contact with Kathy 
Scully re: Miryam’s model as Engagement center is similar to Miryam’s structure.   

� Current engagement center model is drafted along with a budget.  Budget needs 
reworked (suggested) as it is currently under inflated (currently no fringe included).  
Also, there remain issues with site identification.  Food budget is (suggested) too 
high as figured >$100,000.  In actuality, the actual food budget could be cut to 
approximately $55,000-$60,000.  Diane proposes that the budget be prepared as if 
the Center would be a self-contained entity.  There may also be monies not being 
considered at present such as contracted services that may be needed/obtained at 
later date.  May be better to over-budget initially until actual cost associated known. 

� Margaret raises issues regarding day shelters for folks, specifically on weekends, as 
well.   

� Housing Development group-Chris presented draft model to them and they offered 
assist in trying to find a site, view site(s), question raised-are we duplicating.  What 
about existing services (such as drop-in’s).  Engagement Center is targeting the 
individuals who often do not use the traditional homeless structures already in 
place. 

� Engagement Center is not CURE for homelessness.  There is so much need for more 
models such as the Engagement Center.  This is meant to be targeting the chronic, 
hard-core, and homeless.  Yes, there will be some level of duplication of services and 
possibly meeting with the other homeless committees may be helpful.   

� Staffing-16 positions identified.  Staff rich center, which is needed for this type of 
program.  Would be best if the staffing is diverse in background(s).  Diane feels 
staffing is extremely important, staffing will make or break the center.  Adrienne 
states agreement with this; staff is key for the continuity of care for individuals and 
collaboration amongst the agencies.  This could/would assist keeping persons from 
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“falling through the cracks”.  Diane agrees, as this is/would be based on an ACT 
model concept. 

� General discussion regarding individuals who “pop” in and out of the system.  Rules 
are an issue discussed, there is general consensus that rules are important, but not 
to make so many rules that it deters individuals from coming to the center. 

Margaret Collins 
� Margaret is attempting to develop a business to assist developing ways to assist in 

obtaining funding stream/“Micro-Loan”.  Combined concept of non-profit and a 
business model.  One way potentially could be to assist a person to develop a 
business.  Example:  Working on opening a store front to generate personal income 
and also provide potential employment opportunity for underprivileged individuals, 
such as homeless.  Supportive employment setting, also adapting the work setting 
to the individual as opposed to the individual adapting so much to work 
environment.  May also be a source of some funding for shelter?  Working Order-
currently Margaret is working on relationship with them and assist people to decide 
if small business appropriate or if person is more appropriate for a specific line of 
work, etc. 

 
� GENERAL INFO:  HOCC has a WEBSITE!!  It is:   
 
Next meeting 
� 10/27/05 @ 1:30p 

 
 

 Allison, 
Donna 

Northside Leadership 
Conference 
415 E. Ohio Street 
PGH, PA 15212 

Advocacy for 
community issues 

231-4714 x20 donna@pittsburghn
orthside.com 

 Brooks, Ray NCM-Safe Haven 
2133 Perrysville Ave. 
PGH, PA 15214 

Supportive housing 412-323-1516 Reb072@.com 

 Brownwell, 
Charlie 

No Walls Ministries 
763 Cottonwood Dr. 
Monroeville, PA 15146 

Outreach/Bible Study 445-5052 Goodnews21c@adel
phia.net 

 Chalich, 
Theresa 

Bethlehem Haven 
905 Watson Street 
PGH, PA 15219 

Mental health 412-391-1348 
x104 

tchalich@bethlehe
mhaven.org 

x Chiappini, 
Stephanie 
LMSW 

Operation Safety Net 
Mercy Hospital 
1400 Locust Street 
PGH, PA 15219 

Medical outreach, case 
management, 
transitional housing 

412-232-5739 schiappini@mercy.
pmhs.org  

 Cox, 
Jonathan  

Pittsburgh Downtown 
Parnership 

 566-4190 jcox@downtownpitt
sburgh.com  

 Cramer, Ed No Walls Ministries 
763 Cottonwood Dr. 
Monroeville, PA 15146 

Outreach/Bible Study 445-5052 Kramersss@aol.co
m 

 Dewalt, 
Paul 

EECM 
319 N. Beatty Pgh, Pa 
15206 

Men’s shelter mgr 361-5013 x117  

 Dickman, 
Karen 

Allegheny Co. 
Forensics 
304 Wood St 
PGH, PA 15222 

 412-350-3443  

 DiLeonardo, UPMC/WPIC-SFMC SFMC MH Outreach 412-578-3650  
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Debbie OUTREACH 
2552 Centre Ave 
Pgh, PA 15219 

 Fowler, Fred Senior Planner 
Office of Behavioral 
Health 
304 Wood Street 
PGH, PA 15222 

 350-3449 ffowler@dhs.county
.allegheny.pa.us 

 Haberchak, 
Ed 

Allegheny County DHS 
United Way Bldg 
One Smithfield Street 
4th floor 
Pgh, Pa 15222 

ACDHS Bureau of 
Hunger and Housing 

350-4031  

 Haft, Perrin DHS/Office of 
Behavioral Health 304 
Wood St Pgh, Pa 15222 

Social services 350-3451  

 Hargrove, 
Lindsay 

Allegheny Co. 
Forensics 
304 Wood St. 
PGH, PA 15222 

 412-350-3443  

 Hayes, Patty 
Ph.D. 

VA Pittsburgh 
Healthcare Sys. 
PGH, PA 15240 

Women Veterans 
Program Manager 

412-688-6289 
clinic 412-688-
6236 

Patricia.hayes@me
d.va.gov 

 Jenkins, 
Gordon 

EECM 
319 N. Beatty Pgh, Pa 
15206 

Men’s shelter mgr 361-5013 x117  

X Johnson, 
Diane 

WPIC-NLP 
2552 Centre Avenue 
Pgh, PA 15219 

Outreach 578-7729 Johnsond@msx.up
mc.edu 

 Johnson, 
James 
“Moon” 

374 Lawn St  
Pgh, Pa 15213 

Outreach 621-6513 Jamesjohnson334
@verizon.net 

 Johnson, 
Sylvia 

CHSC 
374 Lawn Street 
Pgh, Pa 15213 

Supportive Relocation 621-4706  

 Kurka, Iris Health Care for the 
Homeless 
7227 Hamilton Avenue 
PGH, PA 15208 

 244-4700  

X LaBovick, 
Becky 

WPIC-Outreach and 
NLP 
2552 Centre Avenue 
Pgh, PA 15219 

Homeless MH 
Outreach 

578-7734 Labovickr@msx.up
mc.edu 

X Laemmle, 
Chris 

WPIC-Outreach and 
NLP 
2552 Centre Avenue 
Pgh, PA 15219 

Outreach 578-7730 Laemmlecp@msx.u
pmc.edu 

 McKelvia, 
Tyrone 
(Mac) 

NLP-2552 Centre Ave. 
PGH, PA 15219 

D&A Outreach 
Specialist 

578-3250 mcketa@upmc.edu 

 McMahon, 
Diane 

Parental Stress Center 
5877 Commerce St. 
PGH, PA 15206 

Pending possible 
HUD/PH Program, 
waiting to hear! 

361-4800 
© 480-9044 

Dianem677@aol.co
m 

X McMahon, P.O. box 99861 Shelter, safe haven, 323-1163 mac99861@cs.com 
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Mac Pgh, PA 15233 perm. Hsg. 
 Miller, 

Denise 
No Walls Ministries 
763 Cottonwood Dr. 
Monroeville, PA 15146 

Outreach/Bible Study 445-5052 Deniseann1004@ya
hoo.com  

 Nardin, 
Paul 

Mercy Behavioral 
Health 
412 E. Commons  
Pgh, PA 15212 

 442-8910 paulnardin@mercy
bh.org 

 Ojanide, 
Beverly 

VA Hospital 
122 B-H  
7180 Highland Drive 
PGH, PA 15206` 

VA Healthcare for 
Homeless Vets 

365-5772  

 Payne, 
Dennis 
OR 
O’Connor, 
Lana 
 

DHS 
United Way Building 
One Smithfield St. 
4th floor 
Pgh, PA 15222 

ACDHS 350-4984 
350-3837 

dpayne@dhs.count
y.allegheny.pa.us 

 Pendelton, 
Blaine 

Mercy Behavioral 
Health 
412 E. Commons  
Pgh, PA 15212 

 442-8910 bpendleton@mercy
bh.org 

 Pilarski, 
Mary 
Frances 

VA Hospital 
122 B-H 
7180 Highland Dr. 
PGH, PA 15206 

VA Healthcare for the 
Homeless Veterans 

412-365-5273 Mary.Pilarski@med.
va.gov  

 Price, 
Sharlene 

Family Links 
1601 Fifth Ave 
PGH, PA 15219 

Homeless Shelter 471-6160  

 Pyptyk, 
Emil 

DHS OBH 
304 Wood St. 
PGH, PA 15222 

Supervisor MH 
housing 

350-7117 epyptyk@dhs.count
y.allegheny.pa.us 

 Quinn, Mae 
 
 

1410 Fifth Avenue 
Pgh, PA 15219 

Miryam’s 471-0155  

 Reynolds, 
Curtis 

CHSC 
374 Lawn Street 
Pgh, Pa 15213 

Outreach 621-4706 creynolds@chscorp.
org  

 Sanders, 
Theda 

PCHS/HCH  244-3518 tsanders@pchspitt.
org  

 Smith, 
Erica 

CHSC 
3201 Craft Place 
Pgh, Pa 15213 

SOT 621-6513 x115 esmithchsc@yahoo.
com  

x Sonney, 
Holly 

Bethlehem Haven 
905 Watson Street 
PGH, PA 15219 

Mental health 412-391-1348 
x103 

hsonney@bethlehe
mhaven.org 

 Stammely-
Park, 
Melissa 

Family Links 
1601 Fifth Ave 
PGH, PA 15219 

Homeless Shelter 471-6160 mpark@familylinks.
org 

 Steffey, 
Goerge 

East Liberty Family 
Health Care Center 
7171 Churchland St. 
PGH, PA 15206 

Behavioral Health 412-361-3435 gsteffey@elfhcc.com  

 Sweitzer, Bureau of Hunger and ACHD 412-350-3848  
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Harry Housing 4th floor 
United Way Building 
One Smithfield St. 
Pgh, PA 15222 

 Upsher, 
Curtis 
 

Community Care 
One Chatham Ctr. 
112 Washington Place 
Pgh, PA 15219 

ACOBHMCO 454-2163 upsherc@ccbho.co
m  

 Venezia, 
Rich 

Allegheny County DHS 
United Way Bldg 
One Smithfield Street 
4th floor 
Pgh, Pa 15222 

Allegheny County Dept 
of Human Services 

350-4354 Rvenezia@dhs.coun
ty.allegheny.pa.us 

 Walczak, 
Vic 

ACLU  681-7864 vwalczak@aclupgh.
org 

x Walnoha, 
Adrienne 

CHSC 
374 Lawn Street 
Pgh, Pa 15213 

Outreach / Housing 
Supervisor 

621-6513 x101 awalnoha@chscorp.
org  

x Waters, 
Rocky 

NCM-Safe Haven 
2133 Perrysville Ave. 
PGH, PA 15214 

   

 Wilson, Tori Family Links 
1601 Fifth Ave 
PGH, PA 15219 

Homeless Shelter 471-6160  

 Zuklich, 
Jessica 

Operation Save-A-Life 
Volunteer 

Housing/Street 
Outreach 

  

 Collins, 
Margaret 

   Margaretcollinzzaa
82@yahoo.com  

 


