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NEXT HOCC MEETING 
THURSDAY-OCTOBER 27, 2005 
1:30PM-3:00PM 
LOCATION:  COMMUNITY HUMAN SERVICES CORPORATION 
374 LAWN STREET, PGH, PA 15213 
TEL: (412) 621-4706, should you need directions? 
 
***Please note, the format of the minutes is altered.  The Agenda, General 
information and the “meat” of the meeting minutes are first.  The list of 
participants is now last.  Hopefully, this will make for easier reading of the 
minutes!  Feedback to Becky LaBovick is appreciated ���� 
 
Introductions/Updates/Announcements 
� 1:40p Chris initiated meeting 
� Handouts:   

o Copies of USA Today article(s) “Nation taking a new look at 
homelessness, solutions” by Martin Kasindorf, USA Today.  This is an 
article and a two-page synopsis of how the statistical info was obtained. 

o Email from Rich Venezia regarding homeless numbers week ending 
Friday October 21, 2005 (pink packet)-these are the numbers related to 
the Katrina homeless in Pittsburgh. 

o Yellow packet:  Tribune Review article on “Proposal to curb panhandling 
gets OK”.  Amendments to the proposal are included in this packet. 

� Introductions-Allegheny Co DHS and Oakland business partnership.   
� Announcements: 

o N/a 
 
Mac update re: panhandling ordinance/ Engagement center 
� Allegheny DHS available at meeting to further discuss panhandling ordinance and 

the Engagement Center. 
� Mac with copy of Engagement Center proposal.  Copies of these were presented to 

all the important persons: City Council, Downtown Ministerium, Safety Net, PDP, 
Alliance Meeting, Senators, etc.  Received recognition certificate of support 10-
18-05, given to HOCC.   

� Panhandling ordinance changed to degree.  Busking removed.  Updated information 
in yellow packet distributed by Rich Venezia.  Great deal of discussion regarding 
ordinance already in place and how the changes will affect this.  How will the City 
Police be dealing with ordinance issues, how will it be enforced?  Aggressive 
panhandling a topic addressed that needs further exploration.  There are more 
issues to be addressed next week at Council meeting on Tuesday 11-1-05.  This 
ordinance is really targeted towards the aggressive panhandlers.  True homeless 
with needs are not the targeted individuals.  Typically our homeless populations 
have territorial spots and are not necessarily the problem.  Will folks be jailed?  How 
will they follow up on the ordinance, how will they enforce, what will they do, will 
the person be served a citation, will folks be jailed?  There are many issues to be 
further addressed/explored. 

� Additional issues addressed:  Who is the outreach team, whom do they consist of?  
Who will do the actual work?  It has been explained that there are numerous 
agencies that work as collaboratively as possible to provide outreach and supportive 
service to the street population. 

� Mac-we need better rapport with City Police. 
� EMPHASIS:  we need to all be together and on the same page.  This includes City 

Police, EMS, agencies, County, City, etc. 
� Yesterday, Representative Bodack with prime issue of wanting ordinance passed. 
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� Aggressiveness/Intoxication issues need to be addressed.  There has been past 
exploration and pilots of ways to deal with engagement/needs of an individual on 
the streets.  WPIC DEC has been utilized in past as a means to receive information 
and distribute to appropriate person(s)/agencies.  This pilot was not well utilized.  
Its prime source was meant for the layperson in community, concerned public 
citizens, police, etc. 

� Discussion of different State/City services, regarding homeless that have been 
visited (Philadelphia, Ohio-Cleveland, Florida, etc.).  All of these models have had 
more appropriate communication with various agencies of government, such as 
local police. 

� Alex-Oakland Business District:  Some of most aggressive individuals.  Forbes 
Avenue is a definite problem.  Students are an issue, professional panhandlers 
target students.  Many of these aggressive panhandlers are not homeless.  Increased 
awareness will be positive.  Better ability for enforcing.  No known arrests/citations 
for panhandling, primary issues have been trespass issues.  Example of panhandler 
at Eckerd in Oakland who often has police called on him due to aggressive 
panhandling.  It is known that he is not actually homeless.  Another property that is 
issue is King’s Court. 

� Southside also a business district that is with issues. 
� It appears that the prime problem districts are:  Downtown, Southside and Oakland.  

Little heard from the other districts, such as Squirrel Hill. 
� Preference that the ordinance be created as a deterrent-the ordinance would/could 

be in place to be used as legal leverage.  Possibly not just to be used as a legal 
aspect to cite or arrest.  Use as a buffer. 

� This may not necessarily be the outcome ordinance that was originally intended or 
wanted, but was 

� Adrienne points out that:  This could be an open opportunity for police to develop 
not only relationship with various outreach staff, but also with the known street 
homeless.  The street homeless known could be valuable contacts/resources for the 
police, especially in relation to the aggressive person(s). 

� We have outreach teams in place, but their primary responsibility is not to do 
stringent STREET OUTREACH.  All of these staff within the various agencies carry 
caseloads and have limited ability to do direct street outreach on an on-call basis.  
There are calls that come in already that are limited in how they can be dealt 
with/problem solved. 

� Police officer(s) designated as part of this whole process and project is necessary!! 
� Engagement Center plays in to this issue as they (ordinance and center) are “hitting 

the scene” at the same time.  This is not the solution for the panhandling issue, but 
could be a start to positively outreach to the street homeless/homeless issues.  
Possible long-term solution, but not short-term solution as there is not an 
engagement center at this time.  There is only a PROPOSAL at this time!  This 
proposal is non-existent presently, but there is hope that it will gel within the next 
year to year and a half. 

� Adrienne updates that if any RFP’s for HUD monies are to be placed for engagement 
center they MUST BE DONE before the next HOCC meeting. 

� Terri addresses:  If enough agencies truly look at their HUD budgets and return 
monies that are not spent in their fiscal year budget, these monies may be able to 
be utilized for engagement center.  There is also possibility of bonus monies 
attached, but must be permanent (Safe Haven).  This could only be accomplished is 
these budgets are eased.  CHSC has re-budgeted and has returned monies already 
in addition to putting off/shifting two programs for the next year in order to free up 
monies for other creative programs (such as engagement center). 

� Chris raises issue of John Ames at the State level.  Mr. Ames is reported with 
interest in the engagement center and the general housing issues of homeless and 
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mental illness.  There were suggestions made on ways to obtain the monies.  There 
is also an (ongoing) issue regarding how agencies can obtain the match monies. 

� Location continues to be an issue.  We have the proposal, but no site (nor probable 
sites) identified.  To place a proposal, this is necessary.  Safe Haven would be a bare 
minimum.  There are many other service related issues to be addressed and the 
programming could be built on as the project progresses.   

� ESG monies are being discussed as being rolled in to the continuum monies. 
� Engagement Center:  could this absorb the emergency weather shelter?  That is an 

issue also to be addressed/explored. 
� Budget:  needs revised further and plan is for it to be revised within the next month.  

Even so, the budget is only an anticipated budget!  A “real” budget could not come 
until more specifics known (such as location). 

� There are locations out there that have not been explored to date due to various 
issues:  St. Regis; Connelly School; ½ of 5th Avenue school. 

� Chris proposes a meeting to work out some of the details:  budget, planning, 
location, etc.  There are many persons with vested interest including business 
districts, business development, etc.  SCHEDULED:  Wednesday, 11/9/05 2:00pm 
@ St. Hyacinth Church. 

� Reginald Young:  Discusses that he does not see the correlation between 
panhandling and homelessness, as panhandling does not equate to homeless.  This 
is a discussion that HOCC has had many times in past.  SITE/LOCATION 
significant issue.  NIMBY issue also important in relation to homelessness, 
engagement center, panhandling, etc.  Discusses the many barriers in relation to 
the engagement center project.   

Sweeps 
� No updates 
 
� GENERAL INFO:  HOCC has a WEBSITE!!  It is:  

http://hocc.pghfree.net/index.htm  
 
Next meeting 
� Due to the upcoming holidays, we will combine the November and December 

meetings.  The next meeting will be on Thursday, 12/8/05 1:30pm tentatively at St. 
Hyacinth Church-Community Human Services-2nd floor-3201 Craft St, PGH, PA 
15213. 
 

 
 Allison, 

Donna 
Northside Leadership 
Conference 
415 E. Ohio Street 
PGH, PA 15212 

Advocacy for 
community issues 

231-4714 x20 donna@pittsburghn
orthside.com 

 Brooks, Ray NCM-Safe Haven 
2133 Perrysville Ave. 
PGH, PA 15214 

Supportive housing 412-323-1516 Reb072@.com 

 Brownwell, 
Charlie 

No Walls Ministries 
763 Cottonwood Dr. 
Monroeville, PA 15146 

Outreach/Bible Study 445-5052 Goodnews21c@adel
phia.net 

 Chalich, 
Theresa 

Bethlehem Haven 
905 Watson Street 
PGH, PA 15219 

Mental health 412-391-1348 
x104 

tchalich@bethlehe
mhaven.org 

X Chiappini, 
Stephanie 
LMSW 

Operation Safety Net 
Mercy Hospital 
1400 Locust Street 
PGH, PA 15219 

Medical outreach, case 
management, 
transitional housing 

412-232-5739 schiappini@mercy.
pmhs.org  
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 Collins, 
Margaret 

   Margaretcollinzzaa
82@yahoo.com  

 Cox, 
Jonathan  

Pittsburgh Downtown 
Parnership 

 566-4190 jcox@downtownpitt
sburgh.com  

X Coyne, Alex Oakland Business 
Improvement District 

 683-6243 x19 alex@oaklandbid.or
g  

 Cramer, Ed No Walls Ministries 
763 Cottonwood Dr. 
Monroeville, PA 15146 

Outreach/Bible Study 445-5052 Kramersss@aol.co
m 

 Dewalt, 
Paul 

EECM 
319 N. Beatty Pgh, Pa 
15206 

Men’s shelter mgr 361-5013 x117  

 Dickman, 
Karen 

Allegheny Co. 
Forensics 
304 Wood St 
PGH, PA 15222 

 412-350-3443  

 DiLeonardo, 
Debbie 

UPMC/WPIC-SFMC 
OUTREACH 
2552 Centre Ave 
Pgh, PA 15219 

SFMC MH Outreach 412-578-3650  

 Fowler, Fred Senior Planner 
Office of Behavioral 
Health 
304 Wood Street 
PGH, PA 15222 

 350-3449 ffowler@dhs.county
.allegheny.pa.us 

X Haberchak, 
Ed 

Allegheny County DHS 
United Way Bldg 
One Smithfield Street 
4th floor 
Pgh, Pa 15222 

ACDHS Bureau of 
Hunger and Housing 

350-4031  

 Haft, Perrin DHS/Office of 
Behavioral Health 304 
Wood St Pgh, Pa 15222 

Social services 350-3451  

 Hargrove, 
Lindsay 

Allegheny Co. 
Forensics 
304 Wood St. 
PGH, PA 15222 

 412-350-3443  

 Hayes, Patty 
Ph.D. 

VA Pittsburgh 
Healthcare Sys. 
PGH, PA 15240 

Women Veterans 
Program Manager 

412-688-6289 
clinic 412-688-
6236 

Patricia.hayes@me
d.va.gov 

 Jenkins, 
Gordon 

EECM 
319 N. Beatty Pgh, Pa 
15206 

Men’s shelter mgr 361-5013 x117  

 Johnson, 
Diane 

WPIC-NLP 
2552 Centre Avenue 
Pgh, PA 15219 

Outreach 578-7729 Johnsond@msx.up
mc.edu 

 Johnson, 
James 
“Moon” 

374 Lawn St  
Pgh, Pa 15213 

Outreach 621-6513 Jamesjohnson334
@verizon.net 

 Johnson, 
Sylvia 

CHSC 
374 Lawn Street 
Pgh, Pa 15213 

Supportive Relocation 621-4706  

 Kurka, Iris Health Care for the 
Homeless 

 244-4700  
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7227 Hamilton Avenue 
PGH, PA 15208 

X LaBovick, 
Becky 

WPIC-Outreach and 
NLP 
2552 Centre Avenue 
Pgh, PA 15219 

Homeless MH 
Outreach 

578-7734 Labovickr@msx.up
mc.edu 

X Laemmle, 
Chris 

WPIC-Outreach and 
NLP 
2552 Centre Avenue 
Pgh, PA 15219 

Outreach 578-7730 Laemmlecp@msx.u
pmc.edu 

X Laver, Terri Allegheny County DHS 
United Way Bldg 
One Smithfield Street 
4th floor 
Pgh, Pa 15222 

Allegheny County Dept 
of Human Services 

 tlaver@dhs.county.
allegheny.pa.us 

 McKelvia, 
Tyrone 
(Mac) 

NLP-2552 Centre Ave. 
PGH, PA 15219 

D&A Outreach 
Specialist 

578-3250 mcketa@upmc.edu 

X McMahon, 
Diane 

Parental Stress Center 
5877 Commerce St. 
PGH, PA 15206 

Pending possible 
HUD/PH Program, 
waiting to hear! 

361-4800 
© 480-9044 

Dianem677@aol.co
m 

X McMahon, 
Mac 

P.O. box 99861 
Pgh, PA 15233 

Shelter, safe haven, 
perm. Hsg. 

323-1163 mac99861@cs.com 

 Miller, 
Denise 

No Walls Ministries 
763 Cottonwood Dr. 
Monroeville, PA 15146 

Outreach/Bible Study 445-5052 Deniseann1004@ya
hoo.com  

 Nardin, 
Paul 

Mercy Behavioral 
Health 
412 E. Commons  
Pgh, PA 15212 

 442-8910 paulnardin@mercy
bh.org 

 Ojanide, 
Beverly 

VA Hospital 
122 B-H  
7180 Highland Drive 
PGH, PA 15206` 

VA Healthcare for 
Homeless Vets 

365-5772  

X Payne, 
Dennis 
 

DHS 
United Way Building 
One Smithfield St. 
4th floor 
Pgh, PA 15222 

ACDHS 350-4984 
350-3837 

dpayne@dhs.count
y.allegheny.pa.us 

X Pendelton, 
Blaine 

Mercy Behavioral 
Health 
412 E. Commons  
Pgh, PA 15212 

 442-8910 bpendleton@mercy
bh.org 

 Pilarski, 
Mary 
Frances 

VA Hospital 
122 B-H 
7180 Highland Dr. 
PGH, PA 15206 

VA Healthcare for the 
Homeless Veterans 

412-365-5273 Mary.Pilarski@med.
va.gov  

 Price, 
Sharlene 

Family Links 
1601 Fifth Ave 
PGH, PA 15219 

Homeless Shelter 471-6160  

 Pyptyk, 
Emil 

DHS OBH 
304 Wood St. 
PGH, PA 15222 

Supervisor MH 
housing 

350-7117 epyptyk@dhs.count
y.allegheny.pa.us 

 Quinn, Mae 1410 Fifth Avenue Miryam’s 471-0155  
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Pgh, PA 15219 

 Reynolds, 
Curtis 

CHSC 
374 Lawn Street 
Pgh, Pa 15213 

Outreach 621-4706 creynolds@chscorp.
org  

 Sanders, 
Theda 

PCHS/HCH  244-3518 tsanders@pchspitt.
org  

 Smith, 
Erica 

CHSC 
3201 Craft Place 
Pgh, Pa 15213 

SOT 621-6513 x115 esmithchsc@yahoo.
com  

 Sonney, 
Holly 

Bethlehem Haven 
905 Watson Street 
PGH, PA 15219 

Mental health 412-391-1348 
x103 

hsonney@bethlehe
mhaven.org 

 Stammely-
Park, 
Melissa 

Family Links 
1601 Fifth Ave 
PGH, PA 15219 

Homeless Shelter 471-6160 mpark@familylinks.
org 

 Steffey, 
Goerge 

East Liberty Family 
Health Care Center 
7171 Churchland St. 
PGH, PA 15206 

Behavioral Health 412-361-3435 gsteffey@elfhcc.com  

 Sweitzer, 
Harry 

Bureau of Hunger and 
Housing 4th floor 
United Way Building 
One Smithfield St. 
Pgh, PA 15222 

ACHD 412-350-3848  

 Upsher, 
Curtis 
 

Community Care 
One Chatham Ctr. 
112 Washington Place 
Pgh, PA 15219 

ACOBHMCO 454-2163 upsherc@ccbho.co
m  

X Venezia, 
Rich 

Allegheny County DHS 
United Way Bldg 
One Smithfield Street 
4th floor 
Pgh, Pa 15222 

Allegheny County Dept 
of Human Services 

350-4354 Rvenezia@dhs.coun
ty.allegheny.pa.us 

 Walczak, 
Vic 

ACLU  681-7864 vwalczak@aclupgh.
org 

X Walnoha, 
Adrienne 

CHSC 
374 Lawn Street 
Pgh, Pa 15213 

Outreach / Housing 
Supervisor 

621-6513 x101 awalnoha@chscorp.
org  

 Waters, 
Rocky 

NCM-Safe Haven 
2133 Perrysville Ave. 
PGH, PA 15214 

   

 Wilson, Tori Family Links 
1601 Fifth Ave 
PGH, PA 15219 

Homeless Shelter 471-6160  

X Young, 
Reginald 

Allegheny County DHS 
United Way Bldg 
One Smithfield Street 
4th floor 
Pgh, Pa 15222 

Allegheny County Dept 
of Human Services 

 ryoung@dhs.county
.allegheny.pa.us 

 Zuklich, 
Jessica 

Operation Save-A-Life 
Volunteer 

Housing/Street 
Outreach 

  

 


