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November 30, 2006– Homeless Outreach Coordinating Committee Meeting  
 

*****TO ALL HOCC MEMBERS***** 
PLEASE CHECK OVER YOUR INFORMATION IN THE LIST AND 
MADE SURE IT IS ACCURATE.  PLEASE EMAIL OR CALL BECKY 
LABOVICK WITH ANY ADDITIONS/CORRECTIONS.  EMAIL:  
LABOVICKR@UPMC.EDU OR VIA PHONE: 412-322-4189.  Thanks!   
Becky 

 
NEXT HOCC MEETING 
JANUARY 25, 2007  
1:30p-3:00p 
LOCATION:  COMMUNITY HUMAN SERVICES CORPORATION 
374 LAWN STREET, PGH, PA 15213 
TEL: (412) 621-4706, should you need directions. 
 
Some issues to be discussed: 
� Agenda items 

o SWES 
 
HOCC has a WEBSITE!!  It is:  http://hocc.pghfree.net/index.htm 
 
� 1:45 pm meeting initiated. 
Severe Weather Emergency Shelter (SWES)- 
� Mac distributed info from Allegheny County DHS with regard to SWES.  When 

SWES opens:  Beginning @ 7p, individuals to intake at Smithfield St Church and 
will be able to access meal and address hygiene.  Individuals will then be 
segregated:  Up to20 women to go to Miryam’s and a cap of 75 (men) at Smithfield 
Church.  Smithfield Church will be the core group of males.  Overflow plan is for 
individuals to go to Shepherd Heart Church @ 13 Pride St-with focus on 
veterans/youth for this location.  Transportation aspect has not been ironed out at 
this time.  There are also other details that may/may not be ironed out at this time 
such as:   

 
� What if an individual appears after 7pm, 9pm or later?  What if they are referred at 

late hour from hospital ER or alternate agency? ~ Unsure 
 
� What if a male/female is identified at late hour, such as after 12mn? ~ Unknown 
 
� Who is providing extra staffing at these sites? ~ Mac unsure, but is with 

understanding that Safety Net will not be staffing at Miryam’s nor Shepherds Heart, 
these locations will staff internally.   

 
� Will Shepherds Heart take non-vets if Smithfield at 75 individuals?  ~ Unknown. 
 
� Is there anything set up for volunteers and donations? ~ Unknown if anything has 

been distributed regarding. 
 
� Mac will coordinate with Stephanie Chiappini to see if some of these issues can be  
 
� Safety Net has moved to new location on Forbes Ave.  They are going to be 

transferring from Mercy Medical to Mercy Behavioral Health in the future. 
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� Fri 12/1/06 is the first day SWES is open.  Unknown if will be open, but based on 
weather forecast there is potential. 

 
� Safety Net number 8a-5p:  412-232-5739 
� SWES 24hr automated message regarding shelter:  412-779-1329 
 
13 Pride Street 
� Jonathan Cox brings information with regard to 13 Pride Street as the PDP was 

given an information packet yesterday.  This is Shepherd Heart Church-Veterans 
Engagement Center.  Jonathan raises some concern with regard to the staff member 
at 13 Pride Street not being aware of many of the Homeless Alliance committees, 
such as the HOCC mtg.  Also, the center at the Pride St is called the Veteran’s 
Engagement Center.  We do not want this to be confused with the Engagement 
Center that the Homeless Alliance has been so diligent in bringing to fruition.  
Beverly suggests that Chaplain Mike at Shepherd Heart Church be contacted to 
discuss any issues, inclusive of the name of the drop-in center called Veteran’s 
Engagement Center as this may undermine the current work/name on the 
Engagement Center.  Shepherd Heart will house the drop-in center, which appears 
to be for any individual.  There is also a program that includes two year transitional 
housing for veterans with a capacity of 20 veterans, but many HOCC members were 
informed that it is for 10 veterans.  This is for HOMELESS, Mentally Ill and/or 
Dually Diagnosed veterans.  There will be case management provided.  Very similar 
to VA 268 program in Calansville.  VA is providing the services/Shepherd Heart is 
providing the space.  The County is aware of this project and the name it is under.  
Chris is going to contact Chaplain Mike, invite to the HOCC meeting, see if they will 
accept services outside of the provided VA services, etc. 

 
Elections/Nominations – positions to begin January 2007- 
� Chair:  Mac McMahon nominated.  All in attendance in favor.  Mac accepts. 
� Co-Chair:  Chris Laemmle nominated.  All in attendance in favor.  Chris accepts. 
� Secretary:  Becky LaBovick nominated.  All in attendance in favor.  Becky accepts. 
 
Engagement Center (EC) 
� 12/14/06 1:30p-3:30p meeting @ Cathedral of Learning sponsored by the School of 

Public Health.  This meeting was scheduled as a result of the 10/18/06 follow-up to 
Future Search/10yr Plan Meeting.  This meeting is by invitation only for 30 
individuals, there will be approximately 5 individuals from the Homeless Alliance 
present.  This is a stakeholders meeting that includes business, University, City, 
State, Foundations, Funders, etc.  Diane Johnson will be presenting the 
Engagement Center.  There is a Power Point presentation that will be updated and 
presented at the meeting.  Approximately 10-15 minutes in duration, then open to 
discussion on how this project can be realized and actualized.  Education to also be 
provided.  List of invitees who have RSVD’d that they will be present is not known at 
this time.  There appears to be more interest shown and this meeting purpose is to 
generate further buy-in and support.  In the process of the Engagement Center 
concept/development, homelessness has now been identified on many levels as a 
Public Health issue and individuals who are in more affluent positions have now 
become more involved and have expressed buy-in and support.  Individuals like 
Adrienne Walnoha, Bob Goodman, Karen Peterson have been crucial in this 
process.  Jeff Lengle has also been crucial in this process from the development 
standpoint.  There is currently a floor plan that has been developed, representing a 
new structure.  There is also an architect who is working with Jeff on formulating 
further visual representation of the structure. 

� General discussion of the Engagement Center.  Also general discussion on how we 
can be more inclusive/coordinate more with individuals/agencies/committees who 
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work with the homeless population.  There remains a disconnect amongst the 
various homeless committee meetings. 

 
 City Sweeps/Street Rounds/Panhandling 
� SWEEPS/Street Rounds- PDP Ambassadors took a walk downtown with Mac 

McMahon yesterday for further education and problem solving on where to send 
homeless individuals for various problems/issues such as food, clothing, various 
services, etc.  Holley has list of many resources that will be helpful to the 
Ambassadors and will forward on to Rick Orrico as soon as possible.  Rick receives 
many calls of complaint with regard to panhandling.  There have been some issues 
with aggressive panhandling.  The Ambassadors have been encouraging these 
individuals to move on and will re-approach to encourage that they move on.  If too 
aggressive, or if too many times encouraged to move on and don’t, then PDP will 
contact the Pittsburgh Police.  Certain cases require police to be notified, but his is 
not the PDP’s first line of resolving the issue with an individual.  The Ambassadors 
carry a small placard that has the actual City ordinance with regard to 
panhandling/aggressive panhandling.  Again, PDP Ambassadors will try to solve in 
different manner and call police only when necessary.  PDP has run in to some 
difficulty with the Pittsburgh Police Officers-PDP has found some officers to be more 
supportive than others in their response to the issue.  Police response also varied, 
based on priority of calls at that particular time.  

� Issue with the downtown Wintergarden-this was not meant to be a place for an 
“inside Market Square”.  Homeless are discouraged from loitering in this location. 

� HOCC-Still with vested interest in coordination of the street homeless.  This may be 
a goal for HOCC to return to more discussion with regard to case 
discussions/education/problem-solving/etc. with regard to the chronic, street 
homeless. 

 
Announcement/Updates 
� N/A 
 
 
 
 
REGULAR ATTENDEES:  

 Chalich, 
Theresa 

Bethlehem Haven 
905 Watson Street 
PGH, PA 15219 

Mental health 412-391-1348 
x104 

tchalich@bethlehe
mhaven.org 

 Chiappini, 
Stephanie 
LMSW 

Operation Safety Net 
Mercy Hospital 
1400 Locust Street 
PGH, PA 15219 

Medical outreach, case 
management, 
transitional housing 

412-232-5739 schiappini@mercy.
pmhs.org  

 Cox, 
Jonathan  

Pittsburgh Downtown 
Parnership 

 566-4190 jcox@downtownpitt
sburgh.com  

 Coyne, Alex Oakland Business 
Improvement District 

 683-6243 x19 alex@oaklandbid.or
g  

 DelCimmut
o, Michael 
SGT. 

Zone Two Police 
Station  
2000 Centre Ave 
PGH, PA 15219 

Pittsburgh Police 255-2827 Michael.delcimmut
o@city.pittsburgh.p
a.us  

 DiFrancesco
, Jamie 

CHSC Intern 716-8738 JDI010@yahoo.com  

 Downey, 
Glen 

ACLU Intern    
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 Fowler, Fred Senior Planner 
Office of Behavioral 
Health 
304 Wood Street 
PGH, PA 15222 

 350-3449 ffowler@dhs.county
.allegheny.pa.us 

 Gant, 
James 

Three Rivers Youth 
The HUB 
28th & SMallman 

Drop-In Center 
Outreach 

338-0883 James.gant@threeri
versyouth.org 

 Haberchak, 
Ed 

Allegheny County DHS 
United Way Bldg 
One Smithfield Street 
4th floor 
Pgh, Pa 15222 

ACDHS Bureau of 
Hunger and Housing 

350-4031  

 Johnson, 
Diane 

WPIC-NLP 
2552 Centre Avenue 
Pgh, PA 15219 

Outreach 578-7729 Johnsond@msx.up
mc.edu 

 LaBovick, 
Becky 

WPIC-Safe Haven 
1917 Perrysville Ave 
PGH, PA 15214 

Safe Haven 322-4189 Labovickr@upmc.e
du 

 Laemmle, 
Chris 

WPIC-Outreach and 
NLP 
2552 Centre Avenue 
Pgh, PA 15219 

Outreach 
**HOCC CHAIR 

578-7730 Laemmlecp@msx.
upmc.edu 

 McMahon, 
Diane 

Parental Stress Center 
5877 Commerce St. 
PGH, PA 15206 

Pending possible 
HUD/PH Program, 
waiting to hear! 

361-4800 
© 480-9044 

Dianem677@aol.co
m 

 McMahon, 
Mac 

CHSC 
3201 Craft Place 
Pgh, PA 15213 

Street Outreach/SOT 
 

621-6513 x106 mac99861@cs.co
m 
mmcmahon@chsc
orp.org  

 Orrico, Rick Pittsburgh Downtown 
Partnership 
Manager, Safety 
Ambassador Program 
925 Liberty Ave, 1st 
floor 
PGH, PA 15222 

Downtown Safety 
Ambassadors 

325-0152 rorrico@block-by-
block.com 

 Payne, 
Dennis 
 

DHS 
United Way Building 
One Smithfield St. 
4th floor 
Pgh, PA 15222 

ACDHS 350-4984 
350-3837 

dpayne@dhs.count
y.allegheny.pa.us 

 Pilarski, 
Mary 
Frances 

VA Hospital 
122 B-H 
7180 Highland Dr. 
PGH, PA 15206 

VA Healthcare for the 
Homeless Veterans 

412-365-5273 Mary.Pilarski@med.
va.gov  

 Puttaiol, 
Asha 

ACLU Intern    

 Quinn, Mae 
 
 

1410 Fifth Avenue 
Pgh, PA 15219 

Miryam’s-Day 
Program/Residential & 
Transitional Housing 

471-0155 miryamsresprog@a
ol.com  

 Sonney, 
Holly 

Bethlehem Haven 
905 Watson Street 
PGH, PA 15219 

Mental health 412-391-1348 
x103 

hsonney@bethlehe
mhaven.org 
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 Vanderhorst, 
Beverly 

VA Hospital 
122 B-H  
7180 Highland Drive 
PGH, PA 15206` 

VA Healthcare for 
Homeless Vets 

365-4640 Beverly.vanderhors
t@med.va.gov  

 Venezia, 
Rich 

Allegheny County DHS 
United Way Bldg 
One Smithfield Street 
4th floor 
Pgh, Pa 15222 

Allegheny County Dept 
of Human Services 

350-4354 Rvenezia@dhs.coun
ty.allegheny.pa.us 

 Violet Pittsburgh City Paper ? ? ? 
 Walczak, 

Vic 
ACLU  681-7864 vwalczak@aclupgh.

org 
 Walnoha, 

Adrienne 
CHSC 
374 Lawn Street 
Pgh, Pa 15213 

Outreach / Housing 
Supervisor 

621-6513 x101 awalnoha@chscorp.
org  

 Waters, 
Rocky 

NCM-Safe Haven 
2133 Perrysville Ave.#1 
PGH, PA 15214 

   

 Gemmel, 
Natalie 

CHSC  Intern 621-6513  

 McNicholas, 
Bridget 

Operation Safety Net Intern   

 Baldwin, 
Devin 

Three Rivers Youth 
LOFT/TLP 
508 Franklin Ave 
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221 

Emergency Shelter and 
Transitional Living 
Program 

242-5580 x37 Devin.baldwin@thr
eeriversyouth.org  

 


