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July 26, 2007– Homeless Outreach Coordinating Committee Meeting 

*****TO ALL HOCC MEMBERS*****

PLEASE CHECK OVER YOUR INFORMATION IN THE LIST AND MADE SURE IT IS ACCURATE.  PLEASE EMAIL OR CALL BECKY LABOVICK WITH ANY ADDITIONS/CORRECTIONS.  EMAIL:  RLABOVICK@chscorp.org OR VIA PHONE: 412-621-6513 x101.  Thanks!  

Becky
NEXT HOCC MEETING (4th Thursday of every month ()
August 23, 2007 
1:30p-3:00p
LOCATION:  PLEASE NOTE THE LOCATION IS CHANGED FOR THE NEXT MTG!!
NEIGHBORHOOD LIVING PROJECT

2552 CENTRE AVENUE

PITTSBURGH, PA 15219

412-578-3250, should you need directions.
81B LINCOLN BUS 

HOCC has a WEBSITE!!  It is:  http://hocc.pghfree.net/index.htm
· 1:45 pm meeting initiated by Mac McMahon.

· Introductions-New committee participants:  Eric Hess-DHS Forensics and Paul Hochendoner-PDP Safety Ambassador Program.  Second round of intro’s completed as well.
· Announcements/General Info/Updates:

· Eric Hess discussed MH Court/Forensic Support/Diversion.  Pamphlet provided regarding.  Discussion of the many facets of this program such as 90 day reviews; voluntary program; positive incentive for positive reviews; people get to MH Court via Public Defenders, jails staff, psych staff, police, etc; court can commit to specifics-such as meds/outpatient treatment/etc; each individual has a service plan (treatment plan); service can cross over to probation; forensic CM available and will transport the individual when released from jail to the place of residence following jail.  In relation to street homeless:  Example given:  Street Homeless with no identification, stopped by Pgh Police due to public issue such as disorderly conduct, but a definite behavioral issue is identified.  If no arrest, Sgt. Miller typically encourages that a field contact report be completed by officers.  Eric suggest in this case, take the individual to CRC (which is voluntary) on 9th Street near the Salvation Army by the Railroad tracks.

· FYI-Sgt Miller begins CIT training in 9/07 (
· GENERAL STREET ISSUES:

· Issues remain with:  1. Stadium and Exhibition Authority regarding Gate A tunnel area.  2. Mellon Square has become an issue.  3. 6th Avenue churchyard (Presby Church)-recently a homeless male was beaten with a metal pipe by individuals not known to the homeless arena and is now in Mercy Hospital in a coma.  Pittsburgh Homicide Detectives are aware and are interviewing individuals on the street.
· Mellon Square-Homeless are being told by Pgh Police that they have to leave the park area over the past 2-3 weeks.  Most have left Mellon Squares.  There were about 6-8 people.  Pgh Police have received intermittent calls, often from the Omni William Penn.  Nothing is said to individuals in the Square/Park who are skateboarding or “hanging” around-only to the homeless.  Folks on the street have scattered, but unknown to where.  This brings up issue of what to do in future when there is a larger concentration of individuals in one specific area.
· Sgt Miller will look further in to the male beaten and the Homicide Detectives involved.
· Issue remains with “Safety Zone” around the schools-people are being pushed from the river further in to the heart of the North Side, causing issues with the school board and neighborhood.  Mac remains with contact and meetings regarding.  There is question as to the legality of this issue, as the park area within the “safety zone” is a public park.
· Engagement Center-It is reported that the 18mo and 36mo planning report is submitted.  There is now filling of scattered site permanent housing.  “Spectrum”-has 20 unit capacity/20 “slots”.  Housing is reported up to 5yrs (? if this time element is due to the funding stream allocated in a 5yr funding cycle?).  The “beds” are Shelter+Care beds.  TCM’s (Targeted Case Managers) are currently working with those who are housed.  It is also reported that Mr. Reginald Young has asked that Mercy Behavioral Health and Safety Net pull together the advisory board.

· Street Outreach:

· OSAL (Operation Save-A-Life) has noted a trend when looking over stats.  Population of street homeless increases are end of July through Labor Day (approx) in the Downtown and North Side areas.

· Sweeps:  
· Nothing new for report beyond-when sweeps occur, belongings are being thrown away.  There has been no contact with Mr. Costa at this time due to the changes ongoing with City administration.
· OTHER:
· Paul H-Has taken Rick O’s position at PDP-Safety Ambassador Program.  He is interested in info on agencies/phone numbers that could be of assist when working with the street population.  He was given several reference materials and encouraged to also have the HUD/HAP directory that can be located/downloaded/printed on-line from the DHS website.

· TRANSPORTATION-MH is just putting together a program and SCU’s are signing up.  Program to begin 8/1/07 and will begin with approx 300 bus passes to eventually be increased to approx 1,000 bus passes.  Behavioral Health Transportation Program.  Mike Saunier @ Travelers Aid is the contact: 412.281.5474.  MATP-relationship is use of Travelers Aid.  BH can bill back to MATP if an individual is using their pass for MATP related activity.  $60 bus pass is provided for $10 fee.  The agency (SCU) must enroll the individuals.

· Diane updates that the WPIC HUD Team is changing their referral process for the 5 HUD programs (Dan Robinson project, NLP, Buffalo St project, Flex 15 project and Safe Haven).  They will no longer maintain a waiting list.  Will let referral sources know as openings occur.  Currently there are no bed openings within the WPIC HUD programs.

· GENERAL DISCUSSION:

· Dennis P-discussion of concern for an elderly African American male that has been seen on streets in sleeping bag.  Mac was able to provide update that this gentleman will soon be moving to housing.

· OUTREACH OUTSIDE OF THE CITY-McKeesport example rose, as there is need.  There is no direct outreach provided that is known.  Does Mom-Yough provide any street outreach?

· It was identified for need to begin to invite more agencies to the HOCC meetings, such as individuals from areas such as McKeesport.  Areas that are underserved and also with issue of homelessness in the community.

· ***MCKEESPORT Y—will be closing over the next TWO YEARS.  There are approximately 86 beds that will be closed.

Meeting adjourned @ approx 3pm.  
REMINDER-next meeting with be at WPIC-NLP offices @ 2552 Centre Ave!!!
Food for thought:  The problem is never how to get new, innovative thoughts into your mind, but how to get old ones out. Every mind is a building filled with archaic furniture. Clean out a corner of your mind and creativity will instantly fill it. --Dee Hock

REGULAR ATTENDEES:
	
	Baldwin, Devin
	Three Rivers Youth

LOFT/TLP

508 Franklin Ave

Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
	Emergency Shelter and Transitional Living Program
	242-5580 x37
	Devin.baldwin@threeriversyouth.org 

	
	Baum, Robert
	WPIC

3811 O’Hara St

Pgh, Pa 15213
	WPIC
	647-9326
	baumrr@upmc.edu

	
	Chalich, Theresa
	Bethlehem Haven

905 Watson Street

PGH, PA 15219
	Mental health
	412-391-1348 x104
	tchalich@bethlehemhaven.org

	
	Chiappini, Stephanie LMSW
	Operation Safety Net

Mercy Hospital

1518 Forbes Ave

PGH, PA 15219
	Medical outreach, case management, transitional housing
	412-232-5739
	schiappini@mercy.pmhs.org 

	X
	Cox, Jonathan 
	Pittsburgh Downtown Parnership
	
	566-4190
	jcox@downtownpittsburgh.com 

	
	Coyne, Alex
	Oakland Business Improvement District
	
	683-6243 x19
	alex@oaklandbid.org 

	
	DelCimmuto, Michael SGT.
	Zone Two Police Station 

2000 Centre Ave

PGH, PA 15219
	Pittsburgh Police
	255-2827
	Michael.delcimmuto@city.pittsburgh.pa.us 

	
	Denne, Jewel
	WPIC

3811 O’Hara St

Pgh, Pa 15213
	WPIC
	235-5310
	denneja@upmc.edu

	
	DeSantis, Jeff
	Mercy Behavioral Health

330 9th Street

Pgh, PA 15203
	
	488-4390
	jdesantis@mercybh.org


	
	DiFrancesco, Jamie
	CHSC
	Intern
	716-8738
	JDI010@yahoo.com 

	
	Downey, Glen
	ACLU Intern
	
	
	

	X 
	Fowler, Fred
	Senior Planner

Office of Behavioral Health

304 Wood Street

PGH, PA 15222
	
	350-3449
	ffowler@dhs.county.allegheny.pa.us

	
	Gant, James
	Three Rivers Youth

The HUB

28th & Smallman
	Drop-In Center

Outreach
	338-0883
	James.gant@threeriversyouth.org

	
	Gemmel, Natalie
	CHSC 
	Intern
	621-6513
	

	
	Haberchak, Ed
	Allegheny County DHS

United Way Bldg

One Smithfield Street 4th floor

Pgh, Pa 15222
	ACDHS Bureau of Hunger and Housing
	350-4031
	

	X
	Hochendoner, Paul
	Pittsburgh Downtown Partnership

Manager, Safety Ambassador Program

925 Liberty Ave, 1st floor

PGH, PA 15222
	Downtown Safety Ambassadors
	325-0152

c-589-0783

f-566-4193
	phochendoner@block-by-block.com

	X
	Johnson, Diane
	WPIC-NLP

2552 Centre Avenue

Pgh, PA 15219
	Outreach
	578-7729
	Johnsond@msx.upmc.edu

	X
	Kroll, Amy

Or 

Nock, Mike

Or

Hess, Eric
	OBH-Forensic Services

304 Wood St

Pgh, Pa 15222
	Forensics
	350-7337

350-4359

350-4393

f-350-4395

BH Crises Hotline: 1-888-424-2287
	akroll@dhs.county.allegheny.pa.us 

mnock@dhs.county.allegheny.pa.us
ehess@dhs.county.allegheny.pa.us 

	X
	LaBovick, Becky
	CHSC

3201 Craft Place

Pgh, PA 15213
	SOT/Families United

HOCC Secretary
	621-6513 x101
	Rlabovick@chscorp.org

	X
	Laemmle, Chris
	WPIC-Outreach and NLP

2552 Centre Avenue

Pgh, PA 15219
	Outreach

**HOCC CO-CHAIR
	578-7730
	Laemmlecp@msx.upmc.edu

	
	McMahon, Diane
	Parental Stress Center

5877 Commerce St.

PGH, PA 15206
	Pending possible HUD/PH Program, waiting to hear!
	361-4800

© 480-9044
	Dianem677@aol.com

	X
	McMahon, Mac
	CHSC

3201 Craft Place

Pgh, PA 15213
	Street Outreach/SOT

**HOCC CHAIR
	621-6513 x106
	mac99861@cs.com
mmcmahon@chscorp.org 

	
	McNicholas, Bridget
	Operation Safety Net
	Intern
	
	

	X
	Miller, Robert SGT.
	Pittsburgh Police

Zone 2

2000 Centre Ave

Pgh, Pa 15219
	Pittsburgh Police
	255-2827
	Bob.miller@city.pittsburgh.pa.us 

	X 
	Payne, Dennis


	DHS

United Way Building

One Smithfield St.

4th floor

Pgh, PA 15222
	ACDHS
	350-4984

350-3837
	dpayne@dhs.county.allegheny.pa.us

	
	Pilarski, Mary Frances
	VA Hospital

122 B-H

7180 Highland Dr.

PGH, PA 15206
	VA Healthcare for the Homeless Veterans
	412-365-5273
	Mary.Pilarski@med.va.gov 

	
	Puttaiol, Asha
	ACLU Intern
	
	
	

	
	Quinn, Mae


	1410 Fifth Avenue

Pgh, PA 15219
	Miryam’s-Day Program/Residential & Transitional Housing
	471-0155
	Amq01@comcast.net 

	X
	Sonney, Holly
	Bethlehem Haven

905 Watson Street

PGH, PA 15219
	Mental health
	412-391-1348 x103
	hsonney@bethlehemhaven.org

	X
	Staab, James
	3811 O’Hara St

Pgh, PA 15213
	CACTIS/Mobile Crises
	235-5401
	staabje@upmc.edu 

	
	Upsher, Curtis
	CCBHO

1 Chatam Center

112 Washington Place

STE 200

Pgh, Pa 15219
	BHMCO
	454-2163
	upsherc@ccbh.com 

	X
	Vanderhorst, Beverly
	VA Hospital

122 B-H 

7180 Highland Drive

PGH, PA 15206`
	VA Healthcare for Homeless Vets
	365-4640
	Beverly.vanderhorst@va.gov 

	
	Venezia, Rich
	Allegheny County DHS

United Way Bldg

One Smithfield Street 4th floor

Pgh, Pa 15222
	Allegheny County Dept of Human Services
	350-4354
	Rvenezia@dhs.county.allegheny.pa.us

	
	Violet
	Pittsburgh City Paper
	?
	?
	?

	
	Walczak, Vic
	ACLU
	
	681-7864
	vwalczak@aclupgh.org

	
	Walnoha, Adrienne
	CHSC

374 Lawn Street

Pgh, Pa 15213
	Outreach / Housing Supervisor
	621-6513 x101
	awalnoha@chscorp.org 

	
	Waters, Rocky
	NCM-Safe Haven

1329 Lake St #105

Pgh, Pa 15233
	
	
	

	
	Wild, Kellie
	Light Of Life

PO Box 6823

Pgh, Pa 15212
	Shelter

Residential Recovery

Program Director
	803-4113
	kwild@lightoflife.org 

	
	Zinno, Elizabeth
	Pitt-MSW/MPH Program
	
	478-9043
	ezinno@hotmail.com
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