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February 2008– Homeless Outreach Coordinating Committee Meeting 

*****TO ALL HOCC MEMBERS*****

PLEASE CHECK OVER YOUR INFORMATION IN THE LIST AND MADE SURE IT IS ACCURATE.  PLEASE EMAIL OR CALL BECKY LABOVICK WITH ANY ADDITIONS/CORRECTIONS.  EMAIL:  RLABOVICK@chscorp.org OR VIA PHONE: 412-621-6513 x101.  Thanks!  

Becky
NEXT HOCC MEETING (4th Thursday of every month ()
Next meeting will be: March 27, 2008  1:30p-3:00p
LOCATION:  WPIC-Neighborhood Living Project (NLP)
2552 Centre Ave, PGH, PA 15219  phone 412-578-3250

On-street parking is available.  81B Lincoln bus serves this area of the Hill.  Please let me know if you need directions.

HOCC has a WEBSITE!!  It is:  http://hocc.pghfree.net/index.htm
HOCC Meeting Minutes are updated on the website as well!!  Thanks goes to Diane McMahon for designing and keeping the website up to date for us!!

· 1:40 pm meeting initiated ~ informal discussion started.
· Allegheny Engagement Network-meeting at same time as HOCC today, therefore could be reason for small turnout @ HOCC mtg.
· What is AEN involvement with CRC?

· CRC-homeless cannot get a bed unless police issue/police involved and diversion from jail.  12 beds.  There have been many inappropriate referrals and walk-in’s at CRC.  Street homeless are linked with OSN (good relationship between CRC/OSN).  Judy encourages feedback to the CRC.

· AEN-2 meetings thus far. (Advisory board mtgs)
· Introductions 
· Introductions-Welcome Don Valentine and Adam Fleming!
· Return to previous discussion that began as informal discussion of Allegheny Engagement Network:

· General discussion-OSN coordinators of the network.  Key individuals include:  Stephanie Chiappini, Linda Sheets, Spectrum Housing (often use 902 clinic @ Beth Haven for diagnoses/treatment).  Drop-In’s identified:  Shepherd’s Heart, Onala, soup kitchens, SWES.
· AEN Advisory Board Members include:  Father Mike, Chris, Mac, Joe Lagana, Lenny Pruit, Reginald Young.  Unsure of other members.

· Mac thinks that the meetings are qtrly.  It does not appear that staff from CRC, CIT, etc are involved in the meetings, but Mac will talk with Linda Sheets regarding general AEN info and will report back.

· 3 parts to CRC:  1. Pre-booking and Diversion  2. Homeless with police involvement  3. Allegheny Co Forensics-special cases.

· Wellspring-last meeting:  it was noted that a main theme arose from the individuals at Wellspring regarding Allegheny Co being with many resources for homeless, but that there is still a disconnect, (follow-up, (outcome, (gaps.
· Housing system is not large enough to encompass all who are in need.

· Discussion of gaps:  example-individual is inpatient, no referral is made to HUD homeless housing as the housing is not emergency placement, there is a lot of paperwork, still have to find somewhere for the individual to go at discharge in interim while pending HUD housing and once in a HUD program an individual cannot necessarily move from program to program if the need is present.  There is also very little turnover in the permanent HUD homeless housing programs.  We all are aware the HUD’s focus is for permanent housing in lieu of transitional housing.
· General discussion-
· Light of Life reassigning 12 of their shelter beds.  Still are considered shelter beds, but a case manager is assigned and individuals can stay in the building all day.
· Article distributed “Lacey Council Struggles with Tent City Proposal”

· Approximate number from 1/08 point-in-time survey of #248 street homeless in Allegheny Co.

· No agenda set for today.  In recent meeting we have toured AEN sites, such as:  Wellspring, Shepherd’s Heart, CRC.  As a committee, WHAT DO WE WANT TO WORK ON NEXT AND HOW WILL WE DO IT?  Needs to be focus of the next meeting.

· SANS-issue raised.  Probable closing of SANS in the next 12-18mos.  Less focus of Salvation Army on homelessness and increased focus on elderly/youth.  SANS closing is significant issue, though.  This is a central site on the North Side that serves homeless.  There is a combined medical/mental health clinic that serves >1000 unduplicated contacts per month.  There is a large number of street homeless on the North Side as well.  How with SANS closing be addressed in relation to the homeless and services??

· Mac updates:  3/11/08 6p-7:30p @ Hazlett Theatre on North Side will hold homeless panel discussion w/ community.  Councilwoman Tonya Payne will be present.  Some panel members include:  Mac, Rich Venezia, Jane Miller, Michael Glass, Commander McNeily (Zone 1), Vic Walczak.  It is rare for a meeting between homeless providers and community.  Mac reports that the last one was approximately 15yrs ago.  Ms. Payne is invited to the St. Joes providers meeting next Friday to dialogue before the panel occurs on 3/11.

· Three recent street issues:

1. Female on South Side-below the Liberty Bridge.  Found deceased, details from coroner unknown.

2. Stan Y-Camp under Vet’s Bridge and sub-bridge on the North Side @ East Ohio and Madison.  Encampment caught fire and Stan was burned badly.  He remains in the burn unit and has had both legs amputated.  Unknown if this was arson related or if there is an active investigation.
3. Transgender individual who was caught in the outflow ducts of the Convention Center when the river water rose.  Issue due to where this individual can go to shelter.  Would stay intermittently at Light of Life and continues to state intent to leave Pittsburgh.

· Handicap issue-example of blind individual denied shelter due to shelter not being handicap accessible/friendly for blind individual.  ADA standards:  SHELTER MUST ACCOMMODATE A HANDICAPPED INDIVIDUAL –OR- MAKE APPROPRIATE ACCOMODATIONS!

· Suggestion posed:  There are less and less transitional beds and more permanent beds; therefore, there is not much turnover in permanent bed programs.  We, as a county, need more RESPITE beds for homeless.

· STREET ISSUES regarding two specific females who agencies/outreach teams have been trying to engage.  Neither individual is interested in the services offered, including SWES:

1. One female stays on the North Side near Light of Life.  She has not been in her usual spot recently and it is reported that she may have been 302’d (involuntary commitment) to local hospital.  What is difficult about this, there is no way to check if she was indeed 302’d; therefore street outreach teams are still unsure if the individual is OK, missing or if other mal-intent happened.  This is where HIPPA laws make things more difficult to follow individuals and ensure that they are safe.

2. One female who stays on the Jail Trail, beneath the 10th Street Bridge.  

· It was mentioned that the Zone 1 Commander is very sensitive and an advocate for homeless and their rights.
· General Info/Announcements/Updates:

· AC-DHS having hearing 4/8/08 4:30p-6p to begin formulation of plan for MH adult.  Copy of plan will be made available after 3/14/08 on County DHS website.

· Disparity between homeless and OBH needs to be addressed.

· Mayview tiered closing briefly discussed with issue of CSP individuals being given priority on housing.

· HMIS compared to Supported Housing/MH/Ecaps will be done in near future.

· There are strict stipulations in place, but none of them address homelessness.

· Statement from HOCC will be primary focus at next meeting.

· There have been monies moved from OBH to Hunger & Homelessness within the County DHS to make up for the HUD gap.  Approximately $500,000 is the estimated figure.

· Brief discussion regarding case management teams and how they are limited in their numbers (limited number of teams with limited number of CM’s to each team).

· VA CHALENG-3/6/08 8a-1p:  please come if able!!  Please bring literature on your agency as well!

· NEXT MONTH AGENDA FOR HOCC:

· Statement for MH/MR plan

· 24hr Response (community/homeless/service providers/street outreach/etc.)

· SWES IS OPEN.  The SWES number is 412-779-1329.  Messages regarding SWES are updated regularly on the message at this number.  

· NEXT MTG:  3/27/08 1:30P-3P @ WPIC-NLP.
Meeting adjourned shortly after 3pm.  
Food for thought:  
Community means strength that joins our strength to do the work that needs to be done. Arms to hold us when we falter. A circle of healing. A circle of friends. Someplace where we can be free. --Starhawk
REGULAR ATTENDEES:
	
	Baldwin, Devin
	Three Rivers Youth

LOFT/TLP

508 Franklin Ave

Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
	Emergency Shelter and Transitional Living Program
	242-5580 x37
	Devin.baldwin@threeriversyouth.org 

	
	Baum, Robert
	WPIC

3811 O’Hara St

Pgh, Pa 15213
	WPIC
	647-9326
	baumrr@upmc.edu

	
	Chalich, Theresa
	Bethlehem Haven

905 Watson Street

PGH, PA 15219
	Mental health
	412-391-1348 x104
	tchalich@bethlehemhaven.org

	
	Chiappini, Stephanie LMSW
	Operation Safety Net

Mercy Hospital

1518 Forbes Ave

PGH, PA 15219
	Medical outreach, case management, transitional housing
	412-232-5739
	schiappini@mercy.pmhs.org 

	
	Chopek, Steve
	ACDHS
	
	350-6788
	Steven.chopek@county.allegheny.pa.us 

	
	Cox, Jonathan 
	Pittsburgh Downtown Parnership
	
	566-4190
	jcox@downtownpittsburgh.com 

	
	Coyne, Alex
	Oakland Business Improvement District
	
	683-6243 x19
	alex@oaklandbid.org 

	
	DelCimmuto, Michael SGT.
	Zone Two Police Station 

2000 Centre Ave

PGH, PA 15219
	Pittsburgh Police
	255-2827
	Michael.delcimmuto@city.pittsburgh.pa.us 

	
	Denne, Jewel
	WPIC

3811 O’Hara St

Pgh, Pa 15213
	WPIC
	235-5310
	denneja@upmc.edu

	
	DeSantis, Jeff
	Mercy Behavioral Health

330 9th Street

Pgh, PA 15203
	
	488-4390
	jdesantis@mercybh.org


	X
	Fleming, Adam
	City Paper

650 Smithfield St.

Pgh, Pa 15222
	Media
	613-3342
	afleming@steelcitymedia.com 

	X
	Fowler, Fred
	Senior Planner

Office of Behavioral Health

304 Wood Street

PGH, PA 15222
	
	350-3449
	ffowler@dhs.county.allegheny.pa.us

	
	Gant, James
	Three Rivers Youth

The HUB

28th & Smallman
	Drop-In Center

Outreach
	338-0883
	James.gant@threeriversyouth.org

	
	Gemmel, Natalie
	CHSC 
	Intern
	621-6513
	Ngemmell@chscorp.org 

	X
	Haberchak, Ed
And/Or

Valentine, Don
	Allegheny County DHS

United Way Bldg

One Smithfield Street 4th floor

Pgh, Pa 15222
	ACDHS Bureau of Hunger and Housing
	350-4031
350-2762
	

	
	Hochendoner, Paul
	Pittsburgh Downtown Partnership

Manager, Safety Ambassador Program

925 Liberty Ave, 1st floor

PGH, PA 15222
	Downtown Safety Ambassadors
	325-0152

c-589-0783

f-566-4193
	phochendoner@block-by-block.com

	
	Ingold, Ken
	Wellspring

903 Watson St

PGH, PA 15219
	Wellspring Drop-In
	263-2545 

F: 412-471-1846
	kingold@mercybh.org


	X
	Irvin, Judy
	Mercy Behavioral Health-CRC

264 S. 9th St

Pgh, PA 15203
	CRC
	246-2992
	jirvin@mercybh.org 

	X
	Johnson, Diane
	WPIC-NLP

2552 Centre Avenue

Pgh, PA 15219
	Outreach
	578-7729
	Johnsond@msx.upmc.edu

	X
	Keenan, Chuck
	ACDHS
	
	350-5606
	charles.keenan@county.allegheny.pa.us

	
	Kelly, Heather
	Allegheny County District Attorney’s Office

401 County Courthouse

Pittsburgh, PA 15219
	Assistant District Attorney
	350-4400

Fax: 350-3312
	hkelly@da.allegheny.pa.us 

	
	Kroll, Amy

Or 

Nock, Mike

Or

Hess, Eric
	OBH-Forensic Services

304 Wood St

Pgh, Pa 15222
	Forensics
	350-7337

350-4359

350-4393

f-350-4395

BH Crises Hotline: 1-888-424-2287
	akroll@dhs.county.allegheny.pa.us 

mnock@dhs.county.allegheny.pa.us
ehess@dhs.county.allegheny.pa.us 

	X
	LaBovick, Becky
	CHSC

3201 Craft Place

Pgh, PA 15213
	SOT/Families United

HOCC Secretary
	621-6513 x101
	Rlabovick@chscorp.org

	X
	Laemmle, Chris
	WPIC-Outreach and NLP

2552 Centre Avenue

Pgh, PA 15219
	Outreach

**HOCC CO-CHAIR
	578-7730
	Laemmlecp@msx.upmc.edu

	
	Leaf, Jen
	Mercy Behavioral Health-CRC

264 S. 9th St

Pgh, PA 15203
	CRC
	246-2922
	jleaf@mercybh.org 

	
	Lindsay, Michael
	ACDHS
	
	350-3463
	mlindsay@dhs.county.allegheny.pa.us

	
	McMahon, Diane
	Parental Stress Center

5877 Commerce St.

PGH, PA 15206
	Pending possible HUD/PH Program, waiting to hear!
	361-4800

© 480-9044
	Dianem677@aol.com

	X
	McMahon, Mac
	CHSC

3201 Craft Place

Pgh, PA 15213
	Street Outreach/SOT

**HOCC CHAIR
	621-6513 x106
	mac99861@cs.com
mmcmahon@chscorp.org 

	
	Miller, Robert SGT.
	Pittsburgh Police

Zone 2

2000 Centre Ave

Pgh, Pa 15219
	Pittsburgh Police
	255-2827
	Bob.miller@city.pittsburgh.pa.us 

	
	Pickering, Cheryl
	SHF
	
	281-1305
	shepheart@verizon.net 

	
	Pilarski, Mary Frances
	VA Hospital

122 B-H

7180 Highland Dr.

PGH, PA 15206
	VA Healthcare for the Homeless Veterans
	412-365-5273
	Mary.Pilarski@med.va.gov 

	
	Quinn, Mae


	1410 Fifth Avenue

Pgh, PA 15219
	Miryam’s-Day Program/Residential & Transitional Housing
	471-0155
	Amq01@comcast.net 

	X
	Rorison, Steve
	Light Of Life

PO Box 6823

Pgh, Pa 15212
	Light of Life
	803-4130
	srorison@lightoflife.org 

	X
	Ross, Natalie
	ACDHS/OBH/Forensics
	OBH/Drug Court
	350-3332
	NRoss@dhs.county.allegheny.pa.us

	
	Smith, Erica
	CHSC

3201 Craft Place

Pgh, PA 15213
	Outreach/OSAL
	621-6513 x110
	esmith@chscorp.org

	
	Sonney, Holly
	Bethlehem Haven

905 Watson Street

PGH, PA 15219
	Mental health
	412-391-1348 x103
	hsonney@bethlehemhaven.org

	
	Staab, James
	3811 O’Hara St

Pgh, PA 15213
	CACTIS/Mobile Crises
	235-5401
	staabje@upmc.edu 

	
	Sweitzer, Harry
	DHS

United Way Building

One Smithfield St.

4th floor

Pgh, PA 15222
	ACDHS
	350-3837
	hsweitzer@dhs.county.allegheny.pa.us

	
	Upsher, Curtis
	CCBHO

1 Chatam Center

112 Washington Place

STE 200

Pgh, Pa 15219
	BHMCO
	454-2163
	upsherc@ccbh.com 

	X
	Vanderhorst, Beverly
	VA Hospital

122 B-H 

7180 Highland Drive

PGH, PA 15206`
	VA Healthcare for Homeless Vets
	365-4640
	Beverly.vanderhorst@va.gov 

	
	Venezia, Rich
	Allegheny County DHS

United Way Bldg

One Smithfield Street 4th floor

Pgh, Pa 15222
	Allegheny County Dept of Human Services
	350-4354
	Rvenezia@dhs.county.allegheny.pa.us

	
	Walczak, Vic
	ACLU
	
	681-7864
	vwalczak@aclupgh.org

	
	Walnoha, Adrienne
	CHSC

374 Lawn Street

Pgh, Pa 15213
	Executive Director
	621-4706 
	awalnoha@chscorp.org 

	
	Waters, Rocky
	
	
	
	

	
	Baldwin, Devin
	Three Rivers Youth

LOFT/TLP

508 Franklin Ave

Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
	Emergency Shelter and Transitional Living Program
	242-5580 x37
	Devin.baldwin@threeriversyouth.org 
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