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Homeless Outreach Coordinating Committee Meeting 

*****TO ALL HOCC MEMBERS*****

PLEASE CHECK OVER YOUR INFORMATION IN THE LIST AND MADE SURE IT IS ACCURATE.  PLEASE EMAIL OR CALL BECKY LABOVICK WITH ANY ADDITIONS/CORRECTIONS.  EMAIL:  RLABOVICK@chscorp.org OR VIA PHONE: 412-246-1641.  Thanks!  Becky
Next meeting will be: September 17, 2009-note that this IS NOT the typical day.  WE moved ahead by one week due to the Summit.
Time:  1:30p-3p

Location:  WPIC NLP, 2552 CENTRE AVE, PGH, PA 15219
HOCC has a WEBSITE!!  It is:  http://hocc.pghfree.net/index.htm
HOCC Meeting Minutes are updated on the website as well!!  Thanks goes to Diane McMahon for designing and keeping the website up to date for us!!
· 1:35p Mac initiated mtg

· Introductions.

· G20:

· Pamphlet that can be found on CCBHO and AHCI websites with basic info to give to clients/consumer.  Pamphlet was distributed.
· SHELTER:  shelter will be provided at Miryam’s, Shepherds Heart and CRC.  Miryam’s will be for women, Shepherds Heart will be for men and CRC will be for the elderly.  
· Pleasant Valley will extend hours to be open 24/7 on Thur and Fri week of Summit.  
· Light of Life will extend hours as well on Wed, Thu and ½ day Fri.  
· Shepherds Heart will be open typical drop-in hours Mon, Tue, Wed from 8a-12p for breakfast.  Beginning Wed evening at 7p Shepherds Heart will remain open from 7p through 7p Friday (with possibility of remaining open overnight Friday, dependent on how things are going).  They will also offer dinner/showers/etc.  The 3rd floor Sanctuary will be open throughout the shelter time for a 48hr vigil.
· Wellspring will extend hour’s 7a-7p Mon through Fri.  Need staff help which will continue to be figured out?  Daily through the week a cold morning meal and a hot afternoon meal will be served.

· Still many uncertainties about the week of summit.  There will be three colored zones, red is central Convention Center zone, white is next zone and blue is outer zone.  Uncertain of where these zones are physically going to begin/end.  There remains uncertainly of the highest security zones, where fenced off areas will be and what streets will shut down.  There will be parking garages closed as well.  There will be foot traffic allowed over the bridges.  Essentially, people are being encouraged to find alternate routes in to town on the days of the summit, as there will definitely be disruption in ability to freely move downtown, inclusive of driving.  The colored zones will probably also come with some form of identification/credentialing to show area that you should be in.  It is not even certain what the zone colors are going to designate, blue may be the inner circle, white central circle and blue the outer circle.  Bicycles may not even be allowed downtown, but this is not substantiated.
· Welcome dinner is Thursday night at Phipps and will end in Fox Chapel, therefore there will be significant disruptions in traffic, but uncertainty regarding the details.

· It is expected that there will be sweeps.  Concern for some of the campsites that are downtown on perimeter along river.

· Consideration to be given to disaster plans.  Re-Solve is the designated contact for any MH crises.  

· There is concern related to how individuals who live downtown will be able to utilize transportation (such as ACCESS) to attend medical/mh appointments.
· Wood St Commons is already being proactive:  will not be taking any interviews that week and there will be no scheduled move-in’s or move-out’s that week.

· PDP will be working in teams as opposed to individually.

· It is interesting how information is gleaned slowly as we move closer to the date of the summit.

· Stimulus Money (HPRP) has been announced and to begin 10/1/09.  Pittsburgh agencies include:  CHS, VLP, Urban League, N. Hills Community Outreach and Action Housing.  Support agencies include:  Neighborhood Legal Services and 3 Rivers Community to provide assist with locating/inspecting housing.  County has an 800 number being established as call center to help connect individuals/families with the services.  Hopefully, more info to come at the September meeting when more details are known.  These programs are meant for individuals/families that are able to sustain their living arrangement.  Some examples given:  Rent arrears can go back as far as 6 mos.  Services will be 12-18 months on average.  Rapid ReHousing max of 12 months of rent on quarterly basis (1st 3 months 100% rent, 2nd 3 months 75% rent, etc.).  Individuals and Families will be required to fulfill a goal plan and work with the agency on how to sustain the living arrangement, obtain sustainable income, etc.  Utility payments may also be inclusive, dependent on the program and the parameters/scope of services.  HPRP includes Housing Prevention and Rapid ReHousing Services.
· Example raised-someone in a gainful work program, but owes $$ to section 8, but no longer in housing.  Would these funds be appropriate?  NO.  There may be other options, though.

· 2010 Census:  City prodding the County to come up with a list of street intersections where street homeless will be found in 2010, which cannot be done.  Census info has already been distributed to shelters, soup kitchens, etc.  Alternative offered by OSN and CHS will have a special event at specific places in order to obtain census info.  It is not being encouraged to “visit” people in their encampments to obtain census information due to many reasons.  Aren’t even sure what info may be collected.  Name, dob, what?  Last time census was done there was an “S Night” where staff went around to various sites such as shelter, McDonald’s downtown, etc to try to get an accurate census/head count.  Census is important in more than just population.  There are details used from the census that are used by Federal Government to determine funding and so forth.  Education related to the census is crucial.  

· WPIC new shelter plus care is not up and running.  The team has been being hired and trained.  The contract is not in place yet.  Flex 50 and Flex 51.
· Discussion related to recent death of homeless man on South Side bike trail (M.B.).  Judy with contact with the client just before death and assisted to get to Braddock, but the client left Braddock AMA and was then found on the trail.  General discussion related to cases such as this and how difficult and frustrating they can be.

· Parking meter project – Chuck Keenan volunteers to take lead and begin further work on this project, specifically the political aspect.  PDP will be willing to assist with details.

· Chuck discussed SOAR program.  Federally funded program for applying SSI/SSDI benefits, targeting street homeless individuals who would be eligible for these benefits and streamlined application process that can assist to gain benefits in as little as 90 days.  Philadelphia had a 100% success rate over past year.  Allegheny Co had first meeting earlier this month.  There is another meeting on Monday 10am at the Human Services Building.  In September, there is a training in Denver that two individuals from our County will be sending to attend and become the Train-the-Trainers when they return.  They will be expected to provide 4 classes per year.  Currently, one DHS staff member who will attend is Sara Dix.  SOAR=Social Security Outreach Access and Recovery

· STATE BUDGET:  State budget still remains in limbo.  If ANY AGENCY who receives these types of funds become fiscally in trouble, LET THE COUNTY KNOW!

· REMINDER:  NEXT MTG IS THE 3RD THURSDAY OF SEPT!!!!
See you all next month!
REGULAR ATTENDEES:  *area code is “412” unless otherwise specified.
	X
	Burger, Ryan

And/Or

Valentine, Don
	Allegheny County DHS

United Way Bldg

One Smithfield Street 4th floor

Pgh, Pa 15222
	ACDHS Bureau of Hunger and Housing
	350-4031
350-2762
	Ryan.burger2@alleghenycounty.us


	
	Chalich, Theresa
	Bethlehem Haven

905 Watson Street

PGH, PA 15219
	Mental health
	412-391-1348 x104
	tchalich@bethlehemhaven.org

	
	Chiappini, Stephanie LMSW
	Operation Safety Net

Mercy Hospital

1518 Forbes Ave

PGH, PA 15219
	Medical outreach, case management, transitional housing
	412-232-5739
	schiappini@mercy.pmhs.org 

	
	Chopek, Steve
	PHFA
	PHFA
	412.429.2843
	schopek@phfa.org 

	
	Croft, Candice
	WPIC Re-Solve
	WPIC Re-Solve
	412-589-7130
	croftcm@upmc.edu 

	
	DelCimmuto, Michael SGT.
	Zone Two Police Station 

2000 Centre Ave

PGH, PA 15219
	Pittsburgh Police
	255-2827
	Michael.delcimmuto@city.pittsburgh.pa.us 

	
	Denne, Jewel
	WPIC

3811 O’Hara St

Pgh, Pa 15213
	WPIC
	235-5310
	denneja@upmc.edu

	
	Dixon, Kristina
	WPIC Re-Solve
	
	427-6820
	dixonka@upmc.edu 

	X
	Forrester, Steve
	WPIC-NLP

2552 Centre Avenue

Pgh, PA 15219
	SC Supervisor
	578-3250
	foresters@upmc.edu 

	X
	Fowler, Fred
	Manager Behavioral Health Special Projects

1 Smithfield St

Pgh, PA 15222
	
	350-3449
	ffowler@dhs.county.allegheny.pa.us

	
	Giacalone, Pete
	WPIC-Outreach and NLP

2552 Centre Avenue

Pgh, PA 15219
	NLP
	578-7729

C: 412-537-0104
	giacalonep@upmc.edu

	
	Harper, Erin
	Operation Safety Net
	Intern
	
	Ech11@pitt.edu 

	
	Harris, Tony
	WPIC-NLP
	D&A
	578-3651
	harrlx@upmc.edu 

	
	Hays, Irene
	WPIC NLP/Outreach

2552 Centre Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA 15219
	WPIC Outreach 
	578-8550

C 609-498-4744
	haysi@upmc.edu 

	
	Henry, Michael
	Mercy BH (A-DAS)

264 S. 9th St

Pgh, PA 15203
	Supervisor A-DAS
	412-246-2991
	mhenry@mercybh.org


	X
	Hochendoner, Paul
	Pittsburgh Downtown Partnership

Manager, Safety Ambassador Program

925 Liberty Ave, 1st floor

PGH, PA 15222
	Downtown Safety Ambassadors
	325-0152

c-589-0783

f-566-4193
	phochendoner@block-by-block.com

	
	Ingold, Ken
	Wellspring

903 Watson St

PGH, PA 15219
	Wellspring Drop-In
	263-2545 

F: 412-471-1846
	kingold@mercybh.org


	X
	Irvin, Judy
	Mercy Behavioral Health-CRC

264 S. 9th St

Pgh, PA 15203
	CRC
	246-2992
C: 589-6058
	jirvin@mercybh.org 

	
	Johnson, Diane
	Health Care for the Homeless
	
	244-4779
	dfjohnson@pchspitt.org 

	X
	Kainaroi, Anne
	Operation Safety Net

Mercy Hospital

1518 Forbes Ave

PGH, PA 15219
	Medical outreach, case management, transitional housing
	412-232-5739
	akainaroi@mercybh.org 

	X
	Keenan, Chuck
	ACDHS
	
	350-5606
	charles.keenan@county.allegheny.pa.us

	
	Kroll, Amy

Or 

Nock, Mike

Or

Hess, Eric
	OBH-Justice Related Services  

1 Smithfield Street
Pgh, Pa 15222
	Justice Related Services
	350-7337

JRS after hrs emergency:
350-4457
350-4393

f-350-4395

BH Crises Hotline: 1-888-796-8226
	akroll@dhs.county.allegheny.pa.us 

mnock@dhs.county.allegheny.pa.us
ehess@dhs.county.allegheny.pa.us 

	X
	LaBovick, Becky

	CHSC

3201 Craft Place

Pgh, PA 15213
	SOT/Families United

HOCC Secretary
	246-1641
	Rlabovick@chscorp.org

	
	Laemmle, Chris
	WPIC-Outreach and NLP

2552 Centre Avenue

Pgh, PA 15219
	Outreach

**HOCC CO-CHAIR
	578-7730
	Laemmlecp@msx.upmc.edu

	
	Lindsay, Michael
	ACDHS
	
	350-3463
	mlindsay@dhs.county.allegheny.pa.us

	
	McClellan, Karen
	PGH PD
	
	323-7849
	Karen.mclellan@city.pittsburgh.pa.us 

	
	McMahon, Diane
	CHSC

374 Lawn Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15213
	
	246-1600
© 480-9044
	Dianem677@aol.com


	X
	McMahon, Mac
	CHSC

3201 Craft Place

Pgh, PA 15213
	Street Outreach/SOT

**HOCC CHAIR
	246-1640 (main)
	mac99861@cs.com
mmcmahon@chscorp.org 

	
	McNamee, Bridget
	DHS-Wood St Commons

4th floor

Pgh, PA 15222
	DHS
	412-350-3262
	Bridget.mcnamee@alleghenycounty.us


	
	Miller, Melody
	Operation Safety Net

Mercy Hospital

1518 Forbes Ave

PGH, PA 15219
	Medical outreach, case management, transitional housing
	412-232-8532
	memiller@mercy.pmhs.org 

	
	Miller, Robert SGT.
	Pittsburgh Police

Zone 2

2000 Centre Ave

Pgh, Pa 15219
	Pittsburgh Police
	255-2827
	Bob.miller@city.pittsburgh.pa.us 

	
	Mullen, Kelly
	WPIC Re-Solve

333 Braddock Ave.

Pittsburgh, PA
	Phone, mobile, walk-in, overnight
	589-7158
	mullenkk@upmc.edu

	
	Pichora, Marla
	Mercy Behavioral Health

264 S. 9th Street

Pgh, PA 15203
	DAS
	246-2991
	mpichora@mercybh.org


	
	Ross, Natalie
Rocco, Mike
	ACDHS/OBH/Forensics
	OBH/Drug Court
OBH/Diversion
	350-3332
	NRoss@dhs.county.allegheny.pa.us

	
	Ryan, Natalie
	CHSC – Families United Prog

3201 Craft Place

Pgh, PA 15213
	Families United Program
	621-6513
	Ngemmell@chscorp.org 

	
	Schultz, Eric W.
	WPIC Re-Solve
	
	802-0531
	schultzwe@upmc.edu 

	
	Smith, Bill
	WPIC Re-Solve
	WPIC Re-Solve
	412-589-6629
	smithwh@upmc.edu

	
	Sonney, Holly
	Bethlehem Haven

905 Watson Street

PGH, PA 15219
	Mental health
	412-391-1348 x103
	hsonney@bethlehemhaven.org

	
	Sweitzer, Harry
	DHS

United Way Building

One Smithfield St.

4th floor

Pgh, PA 15222
	ACDHS
	350-3837
	hsweitzer@dhs.county.allegheny.pa.us

	
	Upsher, Curtis
	CCBHO

1 Chatam Center

112 Washington Place

STE 200

Pgh, Pa 15219
	BHMCO
	454-2163
	upsherc@ccbh.com 

	
	Vanderhorst, Beverly
	VA Hospital

122 B-A
Delafield Road

Aspinwall, PA
	VA Healthcare for Homeless Vets
	822-1275

c-398-6600
	Beverly.vanderhorst@va.gov 

	
	Venezia, Rich
	Allegheny County DHS

United Way Bldg

One Smithfield Street 4th floor

Pgh, Pa 15222
	Allegheny County Dept of Human Services
	350-4354
	Rvenezia@dhs.county.allegheny.pa.us
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